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Griffin ponders black membership 





Thursday 
28 February 2002 
10am — 5pm 

The Drum Arts Centre 


Potters Lane, Aston, Birmingham 


This is a one-day seminar aimed at people working 
within the public and voluntary sector seeking 
practical responses to racism and far-right terror 
within the Birmingham area. 


Communities combating hate is an ongoing 
project that aims to enhance networks of support 
to organisations that seek to develop community- 
based responses to racism and far-right terror. 





Workshops include: 

@ Trade Unions combating hate in the 
workplace 

@ Working with young people — the 
deconstruction of ‘Race’ 

® How to use the media effectively 

® Monitoring and combating racial 
harassment in the community 

® Open forum A round up on far right-wing 
groups and their activities 

@ Open forum Confronting Islamophobia 
Practical approaches to counter the 
current anti-Muslim backlash 





Supported by: 
8 Sandwell UNISON 


@ FBU No.7 Region 
@ Birmingham North PCS 
@ Birmingham Race Attacks 


NATIONAL 
LOTTERY 
CHARITIES 
BOARD 


Monitoring Unit (BRAMU) 


Participation is £20.00 for delegates 
representing organisations and £15.00 for 
individuals. Please send payment with your 
registration, making cheques payable to: 
Searchlight Educational Trust 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. 

Tel: 020 7681 8660 Fax: 020 7681 8650 
email: community@s-light.demon.co.uk 
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Editorial 


A stunt too far? 
Nick Griffin is a capable manipulator of the press. Since 
joining the British National Party in 1996 he has courted 
the media with a variety of stunts, presentable propaganda 
and accessibility. The BNP success in last year’s general 
election was the result of Griffin cleverly exploiting the 
racial tensions that affected northern England. More 
significantly, he has succeeded in giving the party a 
more respectable image. But many inside the party have 
been uncomfortable at some of his antics. He has toned 
down party policy on homosexuality and repatriation. 
He makes policy on the hoof, often in front of a camera, 
without consulting others or thinking through the 
consequences. And he has been accused, correctly, of 
wasting party money on half-baked stunts and business 
failures. His critics have remained sidelined as the party 
has grown. That may now be beginning to change. 

The news that Griffin is considering allowing non- 


| whites into the BNP will shock most members. BNP 


members detest the presence of blacks in Britain, let 
alone in their own party. Griffin may claim it was just a 
throwaway comment to generate a headline, but alarm 
bells will be ringing in branches across the country. 
Griffin is a diehard fascist who wants an all-white 
Britain. Of that Searchlight is certain. The idea of black 
members was aimed at the media, but it reminds us of 


’ the Nick Griffin of the 1980s. A several-thousand strong 


organisation, the National Front descended into farcical 
demise, all overseen by a small group around Griffin. 
His approach to extremist Sikhs and Hindus recalls his 
courting of Islamic terrorists, including many of the 
very people who he now claims present such a threat to 
Britain. His ill-thought business ventures of today 
mirror failed enterprises in the past. Griffin might have 
carried the membership with him on his cosmetic party 
changes but this latest plan may be a stunt too far. 


Party of convictions 

Steve Smith's imprisonment for electoral fraud is no 
surprise to Searchlight. For several years we have 
highlighted the BNP’s contempt for democracy. It was 
our revelation that almost a quarter of the party’s 
European election candidates broke election rules that 
forced the Home Secretary to tighten up the law. 
Smith is the first nazi to suffer. 


Inside 
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Nick Lowles on how the BNP is courting 
Sikh and Asian supporters 
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leadership challenge 
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Steve Silver charts the history of the 
43 Group 
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Graeme Atkinson on the long-delayed 
trial arising from the Rostock pogrom 


28 Italy 
Alfio Bernabei on Forza Nuova and the 
rehabilitation of nazi fascism 


29 Poland 
Rafal Pankowski tells how British Airways 
sponsored a right-wing concert 


32 The Netherlands 
Jeroen Bosch on the links between the 
Turkish government and the Grey Wolves 
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Devin Burghart reports a National 
Alliance terrorist plot 
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ing with the 





he British National Party is considering allowing 
black and Asian people into its ranks. Nick Griffin, 
the party leader, told a regional newspaper last 
month that he is contemplating ripping up the party 
rulebook, which at present disqualifies those 
without direct British or European ancestry from party 
membership. 

A hint of non-white membership comes as Griffin 
continues to court rogue figures within the Sikh and Hindu 
communities in a bid to isolate Muslims and portray the BNP 
in a more respectable light. 

On the party website, he claims to be “bringing together 
white Britons, Sikhs and Hindus, in a common effort to 
expose and resist the innate aggression of the imperialistic 
ideology of Islam. Yet again, we give the lie to those who 
fanatically claim that we are ‘racists’ or ‘haters’.” 

As if to prove his sincerity, he has recently been depicted in 
the Birmingham-based Sunday Mercury shaking hands with a 
west London Sikh, who goes by the name of Ammo Singh. 
However, because of the Londoner's desire to remain 
anonymous, only their hands were photographed! 

Singh is obviously worried about the reaction within his 
own community in Southall if news that he is dallying with 
nazis were to be revealed. Last July, he was interviewed on 


_ Radio Four's Today programme, extolling the virtues of the 


in that occasion his voice was distorted to prevent 
n ition. His links with Sikh extremist groups did not seem 
incern the BBC journalist, a man who boasts about being 
‘most hated Asian in the Corporation. 
Searchlight is less shackled by Singh's wishes and is happy to 






reproduce his picture. 


Singh and Griffin orchestrated the handshake stunt 
together. Singh contacted the journalist from the Sunday 
Mercury and told him that he was introducing Griffin to Sikhs 
in Walsall. The two men also worked together in an attempt to 
hoodwink a Panorama team into believing that large numbers 
of Sikhs and Hindus supported BNP policy. Emails between 
Griffin and Singh, reproduced on the BNP website, show the 
level of cooperation. 

The Mercury article followed the release of an anti-Islam 
audiocassette by the BNP. Entitled: Islam — A threat to us all, 
the tape contains speeches by Griffin, a Hindu and a Sikh. 

The Sikh contributor calls for the BNP to be applauded. 
“Women are forced into oblivion and the men get high, very 
high, on doing to secularism what the Taleban did to the two 
Buddhist statues in Bamiyan. The Muslim extremists now 
plan to turn Britain into an Islamic republic, like Libya, Iran, 
Pakistan and Afghanistan, by 2025, using a combination of 
immigration, high birth rate and conversion. 

“Who will stop them and save the rest of us?” he asks. 
“Tronically, the party labelled by the media as ‘the Nazis’. 
Therefore, let us join to salute the British National Party.” 

The tape contains several spurious claims, not least that 
British Muslims are secretly plotting to kidnap, drug and 
seduce non-Muslim women and spirit them abroad into 
prostitution. This is a recurring theme for Sikh extremist 
groups, such as the Shere-e-Punjab, but does not stand up to 
investigation. During the making of last November's 
Panorama programme, Mr Singh was repeatedly asked to 
provide proof of this claim but none was forthcoming. 

The tape claims that the contributors are “leading members 
of the Sikh and Hindu communities”, but this is far from the 


:enemy 


truth. Singh and his mates represent a few fanatical anti- 
Muslim supporters. Every time Griffin has approached 
Hindu and Sikh community leaders he has been given 
short shrift. Such was his reception when he attempted 
to write a joint anti-Muslim statement with Hasmukh 
Shah, a Hindu businessman whose property reportedly 
suffered more than half a million pounds worth of 
damage during the Bradford riots. 

Singh claims the support of 100 Sikhs and Hindus, 
variously in west London, the East Midlands and the 
West Midlands. While this is an exaggeration, he and his 
friends do have links with two fanatically extreme 
religious groups, the Hindu nationalist Arya Samaj 
Movement, based in Birmingham, and the Sikh Shere-e- 
Punjab. 

The tape is the latest chapter in the BNP’s campaign 
against Islam, which began after the summer riots in 
Oldham and Bradford, but intensified after the terrorist 
attacks of 11 September. In October, activists handed 
out anti-Islamic leaflets outside Canterbury and York 
cathedrals. Jay Lee, a BNP activist in Bexley, even 
adorned a priest's outfit for the occasion. Before 
Christmas, Griffin joined a BNP protest outside 
Parliament. 

Griffin seems prepared to go to any lengths to help 
divest the party ofits racist tag. “I can see a time,” he told 
the Sunday Mercury, “when black and brown faces will 
be admitted into the BNP fold but we would have to be 
careful that we do not get to the stage where they 
outnumber the indigenous white members”. 

Singh is obviously delighted by this news. “We are still 
at the initial stage in our cooperation with the BNP. Iam 
not seeking to officially join the BNP but I would 
seriously think about it if the opportunity arose.” 

This news will horrify most BNP members, many of 
whom are already perturbed by the existence of the 
party's Ethnic Liaison Committee and the admission 
into party membership of Lawrence Rustem, who is 
half-Turkish. 

Some in the party already viewed these developments 
as the first step towards allowing non-whites to join the 
organisation. Their fears seem to have been confirmed 
in the newspaper article. Any links with Shere-e-Punjab 
and the Arya Samaj Movement will cause further alarm. 

In reality, it is unlikely that the BNP will allow non- 
whites to join. In the same article, Griffin reveals his 
true motives behind the links with Singh and his mates. 
The motive for such a move, he explains, would be 
“because people would believe us when we say we are 
not racists”. 

As with much recent BNP activity under Griffin, this is 
no more than a stunt to legitimise the party’s racism. 

For the time being Singh is flavour of the month. He is 
a gullible fool, motivated by his own religious 
prejudices, being led by Griffin for short-term political 
capital. Griffin and the BNP want an all-white Britain 
and if that means using people like Singh to achieve 
political respectability then so be it. 

Let us just hope that Singh does not go the same 
way as Rushton. Shortly after being paraded as the 
party’s first Turkish member, another BNP member 
beat him up. 


Nick Griffin’s religious 
extremist friends 


The British National Party claims to be negotiating 
with “leading” members of the Sikh and Hindu 
communities. The opposite is true. Last month 
Nick Griffin met representatives of two extremist 
religious organisations, the Shere-e-Punjab and Arya 
Samaj Movement. 


Shere-e-Punjab 

Shere-e-Punjab, the Lions of Punjab, was formed 
in Handsworth, Birmingham, in the mid-1980s, in 
response to growing street crime aimed at Asians. 
It quickly developed an anti-Muslim agenda, 
exploiting historical divisions between the two 
communities. 

Branches now exist in the West Midlands, west and 
east London, Slough and Derby. 

Much of its propaganda is based on claims that 
Sikh girls are being picked up by Muslim boys and 
converted to Islam. Other leaflets assert that Sikh 
girls are being drugged and spirited away to Pakistan 
and forced into prostitution. While there were a few 
publicised cases of this in the late 1980s, no one has 
been able to prove that these were anything other 
than isolated incidents or that it is still going on. 

In 1997 Shere-e-Punjab was pivotal to the 
disturbances in Slough. Tensions that had been rising 
between Muslim and Sikh youths in west London for 
several years erupted into a national crisis at 
Hounslow College. Individual fights over girlfriends 
and personal feuds attracted outside extremists. 
Some Sikh students, wanting muscle, called in 
Shere-e-Punjab in response to the emergence of 
Islamic fundamentalists at the college. 

Police were called after a 50-strong Muslim gang 
gathered outside the college gates and threatened 
non-Muslim students. 

Shere-e-Punjab decided to retaliate and, 
mobilising their forces nationally, descended on the 
heavily Muslim Chalvey estate in Slough. In April 
1997, an 80-strong gang of its activists rampaged 
through the estate in a convoy of cars, flying Sikh 
nationalist flags. Cars and property were damaged. 

The violence came to a head as Shere-e-Punjab 
extremists attempted to clash with their Muslim 
counterparts a few weeks later. The Muslim festival 
of Eid fell on the same day as the Sikh festival of 
Visakhi. Only a large police presence prevented 
major disorder. Almost 90 arrests were made, many 
for possession of offensive weapons. 


Arya Samaj Movement 

This group was founded in 1875 by Dayanand 
Sarasvati, an Indian religious reformer and bigoted 
anti-Islamist. He was a leading figure in the 19th 
century Hindu revival that placed exclusive authority 
in the Vedas. The Arya Samaj Movement establishes 
Anglo Vaidic schools to raise Hindu militants. 

Many of its members go on to become active in 
the hardcore Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
and the ABVP, the Indian Universities Council. 
ABVP members have been involved in campus 
disturbances against Christians, Muslims, Sikhs, 
Buddhists and Jains. 

Ironically, given its present links with Ammo Singh 
and the BNP, the group has been violently hostile 
to Sikhs. 
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Round Two. 
Nick Griffin 
(left) is being 
challenged 
by former 
leader John 
Tyndall 











































































































The rematch 


Tyndall throws his hat 
into leadership ring 


By Nick Lowles 


ick Griffin, the leader of the British National 
Party, is facing a challenge to his position this 
summer. In a widely anticipated move, John 
Tyndall, whom Griffin deposed as leader in 
1999, has confirmed his intention to contest 
the leadership in an election to be held in September. 
Tyndall made the announcement in a 20-page critique 
of the current leadership distributed to party supporters 
shortly before Christmas. Declaring his candidature, 
Tyndall stated: “Nick Griffin must be removed as leader. 
There are a number of things very wrong in our party, 
and I must contribute something to putting them right. 
No good will come of leaving the BNP under the control 
of those who at present exercise it.” 

The move is no real surprise to anyone within the BNP, 
least of all the Griffin camp. Tyndall had been expected 
to challenge Griffin last year but the publicity and votes 
the party gained during last summer's general election 
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and race riots forced him to delay his move. Anticipating 
Tyndall’s statement, the Griffin camp has recently 
embarked on a campaign of character assassination, a 
vicious whispering campaign and the freezing out of his 
supporters. 

Entitled “State of the Party - A Frank Assessment of 
Developments in the BNP in the Winter of 2001”, 
Tyndall’s document is a damning indictment of the 
present leadership. “Nick Griffin has demonstrated 
lamentable political judgement in a number of matters 
since taking over the party. [He] has a poor record of 
inspiring lasting confidence and trust in those who 
associate with him. His background is littered with cases 
of people who have joined forces with him initially, only 
to become bitterly disappointed with the benefit of 
experience. [His] leadership of the BNP has resulted in 
an extremely bad management of party resources, with 
large amounts of money frittered away on projects 
which simply have not justified the investment in them 
[and] despite claims to the contrary, there is no evidence 


that the BNP has grown significantly, if at all, in the two 
years of Nick Griffin's leadership. While in some areas 
recruitment of new members is very low, in other 
areas where it is at a reasonable level it has been largely 
been [sic] nullified by the loss of old members.” 

Tyndall claims his actions are driven by a desire to 
save the party and not an egotistical quest to lead the 
party once again. “There is nothing I would like to do 
more than continue in my present mode of life - 
ignoring these jackals and just getting on with what Iam 
doing. A resumption of the party leadership would only 
bring me a revisitation of many personal headaches, as 
well as being opposed by a hardcore of very malicious 
people, who, most certainly, would do their best to make 
my job as difficult as possible. There are, I can assure 
you, many temptations to me just to walk away from 
this kind of conflict and leave others to do their worst. 
Such a course, however, would amount to a shirking of 
duty to the BNP I care too much for this party to allow 
that to happen.” 

Tyndall goes on to criticise virtually every initiative 
and policy change under the Griffin leadership. 
He repeats the charge that Griffin has squandered over 
£35,000 on stunts, half-baked party initiatives and failed 
business ventures. “What we have here is a grossly 
irresponsible management of party finances and a 
totally cavalier attitude in which various schemes and 
wheezes have been enthusiastically taken up without 
any careful regard to the financial costs involved in 
them, as well as an almost blindfold blundering into 
trouble-fraught situations in which the party lands itself 
with big bills that amount to money thrown away for 
nothing.” 

Listed amongst the wasted expenditure is the full- 
colour but loss-making party magazine Identity, the 
woefully attended Red, White and Blue festivals and 
the spoof Metropolitan Police leaflet, which cost the 
party nearly £12,000 in legal costs. 

“It seems that the chief preoccupation of the party 
leadership for much of the time has been with 
appearances — with flashy promotional stunts which 
look good, especially to the party membership whom it 
is thought imperative to impress, but are not cost- 
effective in terms of their contribution to the real party 
progress and growth.” 

The lack of internal democracy and financial 
accountability, charges made against Tyndall in the 
original party leadership contest in 1999, are both now 
thrown back against Griffin. The document continues 
to claim that the questions raised by Mike Newland, 
the former party treasurer, and Sharron Edwards, the 
former deputy leader, both of whom have subsequently 
left the party for the stillborn Freedom Party, remain 
unanswered. These include the illegal payment of 
£1,500 to Tony Lecomber, disguised as repayment of a 
loan so as not to affect his family credit, and the £4,546 
the party lost on Affordable Cars, which later turned out 
to be a private Griffin enterprise. 

Tyndall also alleges that contrary to Griffin’s promises 
of openness, party policy continues to be made without 
consultation with others. The recently established 
Remunerations Committee, set up to determine rates of 
pay for party employees and itself launched in response 
to unhappiness over the rising wage bill, only learnt of 
the decision to increase Griffin’s wage by 20% through 
an email from the party leader himself. The BNP 
currently pays £3,234 a month in wages, of which Griffin 
takes £1,200 plus expenses. 

A more serious charge against the Griffin leadership is 


that in its bid to appear more respectable and moderate 
to the media and liberal society, and so avoid the charge 
of extremism, the BNP is jettisoning core party beliefs 
and traditions. Although some are small, like the change 
of party logo and the replacement of the Welling Club by 
the Trafalgar Club, both of which Tyndall dismisses as 
“a Blairite-style repudiation of the past”, others are far 
more significant. Much of Tyndall’s anger is directed at 
the formation of the Ethnic Liaison Committee, a BNP 
group established to forge links with members of other 
ethnic groups who agree with the BNP’s message. While 
Tyndall dismisses this initiative as an obvious and 
hollow gimmick, as he claimed the Panorama 
programme proved, he believes that Griffin is so 
determined to appear more moderate that he is 
destroying the party’s values. 

Tyndall refers to a report in The Mirror last May, in 
which Griffin likened immigration in Britain to salt 
in soup. “A little salt in the soup is OK,” Griffin is 
reported to have said. “If you have soup without any salt 
it is frankly unpalatable, and the salt makes the soup 
slightly more interesting. But if you put too much salt 
in the soup then it is horrible.” 

The former BNP leader is appalled by such talk. 
“In other words,” Tyndall tells his readers, “a Britain 
without ethnic minorities is ‘unpalatable’. Some ethnic 
minorities make the country ‘more interesting’. 
Only when the ethnic minorities have become too 
large in numbers do things become ‘horrible’. Later 
Mr. Griffin confirmed his attitude in a Spearhead article 
(November 2001), where he said that: ‘a bit of 
immigration is better than none at all’. I consider this to 
amount to a betrayal of everything the BNP has fought 
for over the 19 years of its history.” 

Tyndall claims that no political advance can be 
achieved by such tactical compromise and, worse, it can 
only dishearten the party’s own members. When 
discussing the almost universal rejection of BNP 
approaches to members of the Sikh and Hindu 
communities, a response he says was “perfectly 
predictable”, Tyndall asserts that internal damage to 
party moral far outstrips any propaganda success. “He”, 
Tyndall wrote referring to Griffin, “merely made the BNP 
look small and contemptible. Truckling to members of 
the ethnic minorities in this way will win no brownie 
points whatever with the ‘anti-racist’ industry nor, in all 
likelihood, with the ordinary British people. At the same 
time, it will alarm and demoralise many BNP stalwarts. 
Nothing is more humiliating than to go grovelling to the 
minorities in this way, only to receive the brush-off.” 

The document is dismissive of the party’s 
modernisation myth and particularly Griffin’s portrayal 
as its key architect who is keen to remove the bootboy 
and nazi image. Tyndall reminds readers that it was only 
five years ago that Griffin was dismissing the moderates 
in the party as populist failures and advocating the 
virtues of street fighting. More importantly, Tyndall 
argues, appeasing liberals by appearing more moderate 
does not work. He believes that the BBC Panorama 
programme damaged the party more than previous 
media “hatchet” jobs. While the charges against BNP 
leaders and activists — nazi beliefs and criminal records 
— were nothing new, the claims were given more validity 
this time because Griffin is portraying the party in a 
different light. 

“We'd seen it all before,” wrote Tyndall. “The one thing 
new was the dishonesty factor. ‘The BNP is now saying 
this... But underneath it all it still believes this...’ That 
was the message. ‘Lies, exaggeration, evasion — the 
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In this internal discussion paper, the British National Party founder analyses the party’s present problems 


drawing it. This paper has been prepared as a standard answer to queries he has received from numerous party 
members. Aside from this, the paper is also being distributed to a few selected party officials and key activists in the 





hope that it will contribute to a better understanding of the writer’s concerns. 


3 
and explains his reasons for announcing a challenge for the party leadership earlier in the year and later with- 
j 
| 
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Tyndall’s 20- 
page critique 
of Griffin’s 
leadership 





reality behind the party’s community politics,’ said the 
presenter. The problem with all this was that, by contrast 
with previous media hatchet jobs, it was difficult to 
refute what the hatchet specialists were saying. A clear 
image of dishonesty was presented.” 

Whereas under the previous leadership no one would 
have been surprised by racist jokes at a party rally, 
Tyndall claimed that the secret recordings of the late 
night entertainment at last summer's Red, White and 
Blue festival had a negative effect because it deviated 
from Griffin’s new image. “The harm was done by the 
very obvious contrast between Mr. Griffin’s public 
protestations about a new, ‘squeaky-clean’, ‘non-racist’ 
BNP and the reality of what large numbers of the party 
actually believe.” 

Even the party’s election achievements in Oldham and 
Burnley last summer are put down to outside factors 
rather than as evidence of the new modernist party. 
Tyndall claimed that the good votes were a result of the 
racial tensions in the North West and the Oldham riots 
only ten days before polling day. “Here is a classic 
example of fate intervening to change the political 
climate overnight, involving the actions of forces 
outside the control of the BNP but working in its favour.” 

The document concludes that the leadership of the 
BNP is so woeful that it has to change. Slightly 
disingenuously, the former leader claims he perscnally 
has no real interest in the job, but sees no other obvious 
candidate. Barring further unexpected developments, 
the campaign will begin in June with the election among 
party members in September. 

Tyndall’s chances of success are very slim and it is 
unlikely that he will poll anywhere near the 38% he 
obtained when he lost the leadership in 1999. Most new 
members recruited since then are fully behind the new 
leader while many of those who backed Tyndall in 1999 
have dropped out of the party through disillusionment 
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STATE OF THE PARTY 


| A frank assessment of developments in the 
BNP in the Winter of 2001, by JOHN TYNDALL 


or old age. Other potential supporters 
are being systematically ousted from 
positions of influence, frozen out of 
party activity, or thrown out of the party 
altogether. Last month a disciplinary 
hearing saw Keith Axon (West 
Midlands) and David Jones (Newport) 
dismissed from the party for publicly 
criticising its leadership at a recent 
South Wales meeting. The Croydon 
branch, one of the few pro-Tyndall 
units left, is dismissed by Griffin as the 
™ “dinosaur branch’. 

To ensure no upset occurs, Griffin’s perennial bulldog, 
Tony Lecomber, has already launched a vicious hate 
campaign against Tyndall. In an attempt to head off 
continuing rumours about Griffin's bisexual past, and in 
particular Griffin’s failure to sue his alleged former lover 
Martin Webster, deputy to Tyndall in the 1970s NE and 
The Sunday Times and Searchlight who reported the 
relationship, Lecomber has repeatedly posted messages 
on a BNP Internet discussion board turning attention 
onto Tyndall. In deeply homophobic terms, Lecomber 
questions why Tyndall failed to oust his former deputy 
when he obviously knew of his gay relationship. 

The Internet posting was followed a short time later by 
a four-page spoof newspaper attacking Tyndall as a nazi 
and liability to the party. The vile language and 
personalised attack on the former leader has even upset 
many Griffin supporters, though this seems to have 
done little to restrain Lecomber. More of the same is 
expected in the run-up to the leadership election. 

Although Tyndall will be defeated, his document does 
articulate a growing feeling of unease within the party. 
The Ethnic Liaison Committee is causing unhappiness 
even among people who backed Griffin in 1999 and the 
recent pronouncement, in the Birmingham-based, 
Sunday Mercury, that non-whites are now being allowed 
to join the BNP adds weight to Tyndall’s argument that 
the present leadership is selling out core ideals. 
Additionally, some members are increasingly perturbed 
at the authoritarianism of the leadership, which is only 
likely to grow as unease mounts. 

Griffin's position will remain secure as long as the 
party appears to be advancing and no credible 
challenger emerges. A change in political fortunes, 
however, could quickly whittle away his support as 
members reassert their racist feelings. A desire to keep 
Britain white is, after all, why they joined the party in the 
first place. 
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by Sam King 


ow times have changed. A year ago Mark 
a fe led a political organisation that was 

taking the United States by storm. The 
American Friends of the British National Party proved 
to be a pivotal player uniting the extreme National 
Alliance with the far-right Council of Conservative 
Citizens and the Reform Party. Simultaneously, he was 
dispatching thousands of dollars back to the BNP in 
Britain. A year on and his personal and political life is 
in ruins: out of a job, his girlfriend in jail and his 
political organisation defunct. 

Cotterill has hit rock bottom. He disbanded the 
American Friends of the BNP in late August following 
allegations of financial impropriety. The Southern 
Poverty Law Center claimed the AF-BNP had raised 
over $85,000 (£59,000) for the BNP since 1999, while 
the US news channel CNN claimed that the figure was 
over $200,000. Some even claimed that Cotterill and 
Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, were both taking salaries 
from AF-BNP funds to the combined tune of at least 
$1,250 a month. 

The BNP leadership in Britain claimed that the 
disbandment of the AF-BNP had nothing to do with any 


‘ financial shenanigans but rather was due to the new law 


blocking foreign funding for political parties. Cotterill, 
however, is more honest. In a letter to supporters he 
wrote: “The smears and lies also lead to the demise of 
the AF-BNP, which never recovered from them”. 

Cotterill’s life worsened with the loss of his part- 
time job with Todd Blodgett, a fellow US extremist and 
one time lobbyist, which supplemented his small 
salary from Roger Pearson, the former Northern 
League boss. This loss, he reported, “hurt me both 
physiologically and financially”. 

Bad news tends to come in threes and shortly after 
that Cotterill’s girlfriend, Jackie, was arrested and 
convicted for drink driving. It was her second such 
offence and on 7 November she was sentenced to four 
months’ imprisonment. 

If that were not enough, Cotterill now had financial 
problems. “What really hurt me was in the pocket, the 
very high attorney fees,” Cotterill informed his 


supporters. “This | can tell you, broke me financially. 
Just as | was getting over losing half my income to be 
hit with this was quite a blow I can tell you. Almost as 
bad as losing the girl | love for two months.” 

Cotterill was not contacting his supporters just to 
share his grief, he wanted money. “In the past | have 
never made any bones about asking for money for the 
Movement. Although some folks did not like this, my 
answer to them was: ‘tough, the Movement needs 
money to just survive, let alone make any progress’. 
Well, even though | was never embarrassed to ask for 
money for the Movement, | never asked for money for 
myself. | felt that it was just not the right thing to do. 
However times have changed and | am now in a right 
old financial mess. | need to be able to pay off the 
attorney and then start on the court costs and fines 
for my girlfriend Jackie (as she has lost everything 
now). A local CofCC [Council of Conservative Citizens] 
member, who is also a building contractor, has offered 
me some part time work. That is of great help, but | 
need some bigger money in straight away. 

“If you feel that | made a contribution to the racial 
Nationalist movement in America now is your time to 
show it. Embarrassed though | am, | must ask if you 
can make a contribution of $500, $250, $100 or even 
$50, that would go a long way in helping me get out of 
the financial mess I’m in.” 

With Cotterill (temporarily?) out of circulation, Griffin 
has been quick to recover some lost ground. Last 
October he travelled to the US at the invitation of Sam 
Dickson, the right-wing lawyer, to address a Council of 
Conservative Citizens meeting alongside the right-wing 
journalist Sam Francis. Later this month he will return 
to the US for the fifth biennial American Renaissance 
conference, where he will give a paper entitled: “Racial 
Friction in Britain and Europe”. Other speakers include 
Philippe J. Rushton, the race scientist; Jared Taylor, 
editor of American Renaissance; and Glenn Spencer, 
who is active in the Anti-lmmigration Movement. 

It remains to be seen whether Cotterill’s begging 
letter will have the desired effect. His girlfriend was 


due to be released from prison on 7 January by which _ 
time he hoped to have paid off his debts. It is also — 


unclear whether Cotterill will return to BNP activity. 
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BNP...in the dock 


Left to right: 
Steve Smith, 
Warren 
Bennett, 
Sandy 
Chugg, 
Trevor Bond 


Burnley organiser hit for six 

The Burnley organiser of the British National Party has 
been sentenced to six months’ imprisonment for 
falsifying signatures on the election nomination forms 
for last year’s County Council elections. 

Steve Smith pleaded guilty to six counts of electoral 
fruad under the Representation of the People Act 2000. 
Smith was the agent for all six of the party’s candidates 
and falsified names on every form. As a result of a 
complaint from the agent of a Labour candidate, Smith 
withdraw the candidates but this did not stop the police 
launching an investigation. 

Without informing the party leadership, including the 
local regional organiser Chris Jackson, Smith pleaded 
guilty before Burnley magistrates in December. Party 
members learnt of the conviction through the press. 

Smith’s conviction will be a bitter blow for the party's 
local election campaign this May. While he leaves 
behind a strong local branch, recently complemented 
by the support and practical advice offered by Martin 
Wingfield, the unit was largely built around Smith. 

In the recent council by-elections held in Burnley, the 
BNP branch rejected party assistance from outside the 
town. Although Smith will be released in mid-April, two 
weeks before polling day, assuming good behaviour, 
much of the campaign will by then be over. 

Smith’s lawyer pleaded for leniancy, citing his “good 
community work”. He even stated that his involvement 
in the BNP was unrelated to the case. Fortunately the 
judge remained unmoved. 

In a final act of humiliation, police led Smith through 
an ANL picket in handcuffs to shouts of porridge. 


BNP official kicks off violence 
Warren Bennett, the British National Party’s chief 
steward, has been accused of orchestrating violence at 
the Paris St German and Glasgow Rangers football 
match towards the end of last year. 


Fighting broke out inside the ground, which police 
believe was instigated by Scottish hooligans, but which 
later led to ordinary Rangers fans being attacked. 

The claim came in the Scottish-based Daily Record, 
which stated that Bennett and co-organiser Sandy 
Chugg travelled to Paris on a coach with 17 other 
hooligans. In France they linked up with right-wing 
Chelsea and Crystal Palace hooligans. 

In 1998, Bennett was one of 58 Scottish hooligans 
prevented from attending a World Cup match in France 
after police learnt of their intention to attack rival fans. 
In 1999, Bennett spent three weeks in a Dutch jail 
following trouble at a Holland v Scotland match. 

Chugg, reputedly a leader of the Rangers Inter-City 
Firm, is a Scottish Football Association qualified coach, 
who, in 1997, nominated the BNP general election 
candidate. In 1990, he was jailed for three years for 
dealing in LSD and Temazepam. 

Bennett's hooliganism explodes the lies pushed by the 
BNP leader, Nick Griffin, to the BBC last autumn. 
Questioned about Bennett’s suitability as chief steward, 
Griffin claimed that Bennett had not been involved in 
trouble for 15 years. 


The road to jail 

Trevor Bond, a Swansea BNP supporter, was recently 
sentenced to 12 months’ imprisonment for producing 
counterfeit MOT certificates. Bond who ran a graphic 
design company, was convicted with several others at a 
court in Swansea. Bond, a convicted football hooligan, 
attended the inaugural meeting of the BNP Swansea 
branch last April, with Swansea hardman Andrew Toose, 
which was addressed by party leader Nick Griffin. 

Bond bade farewell to his nazi hooligan friends during 
Swansea's away match at Luton. It was a day that fellow 
nazi Shane Sinclair would rather forget. A clash between 
rival hooligans at the top of the High Street left the 
breathless Sinclair with several bumps and bruises. 
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Fantasy politics - 


By Gerry Gable 


he National Front has trumpeted its move to new 
Tiree premises in the East Midlands, saying that it is 

a sign of the party’s growth, but the reality is that the 
tiny fascist organisation is beset by power struggles 
between its criminal and hardline nazi activists. 

A year ago Tom Holmes, the newly elected national chair 
of the National Front, addressed the party’s annual general 
meeting and warned members, some of whom, like 
Holmes, had been in the party for many years, that they 
should not expect him to be a leader in the style of past 
figures such as John Tyndall and Andrew Brons. “Il am 
neither a rabble rousing speaker nor an intellectual”, he 
told his small audience. 

Much of his speech was devoted to a homophobic attack 
on those he claimed had nearly brought the old NF to its 
knees. In fact the old NF under the leadership of the openly 
gay Martin Webster had experienced some of its most 
successful years and the party only entered its final tail spin 
after Webster was forced out by Nick Griffin — in the days 
before Griffin transferred to the British National Party — and 
his Italian terrorist chums. 

Holmes directed praise at Terry Blackman, the violent 
multiple offender who as national activities officer had led 
the NF back into the headlines with several anti-refugee 
marches in Kent. They were followed up by a series of 
attempted or banned excursions around the country. 

Blackham is currently facing trial with two other NF activists 
on charges arising from their presence in Oldham last year. 
Another man praised by Homes was the longstanding NF 
member John Cozier from Birmingham, although, like Mick 
Shore from Hinkley, he was only referred to by his initials as 
a winner of the party’s branch efficiency cup. 

Major political changes have taken place in the NF since 
that AGM and near civil war has broken out among the 
leading activists and organisers. Attempts to oust Blackham 
from his key role diminished after Shore, an activist with a 
long history of links with the Ku Klux Klan and minor outfits 
connected to the National Socialist Alliance, the political wing 
of Combat 18, in the 1990s, found that Blackham enjoyed a 
wider level of support inside the NF than he had realised. 

Shore’s claims to the media that the NF’s membership in 
the East Midlands has grown enormously appear to be 
in the realms of fantasy. A local paper described Shore as 








unemployed, yet he claims the NF will have an office with 
three staff. One can only speculate about how these 
characters will be paid. 

The Yorkshire branch of the NF appeared to be making 
some progress not only on the streets but through a well 
organised website created by Simon Sheppard, a convicted 
race hate merchant. As well as Sheppard, oldtimers such 
as Eddie Morrison, a hardline nazi, Kevin Watmaugh, late of 
the terror group Combat 18, and Tony White, long 
suspected of being a police informant, were running local 
activities. Morrison and Watmaugh are also known to have 
computer skills. 

They singled out Pudsey to stage a series of street 
confrontations which drew the attention of the recent BBC2 
series “Trouble up North”, much to chagrin of both the BNP 
and Shore. Recently, Shore moved against them and they 
appear to have been kicked out of the NF or at least 
sidelined from any official positions. 

Holmes has recently lost key support, with the death of 
the long-time NF member John Lord, and is somewhat 
isolated in his home town of Yarmouth. This, together with 
Blackham’s forthcoming trial for alleged incidents in 
Oldham during the riots last year, could result in a fight 
between the Yorkshire activists and Shore’s small East 
Midlands operation for control of the party. 

The issue is complicated by the fact that one of 
Blackham’s co-defendants is Norman Tomkinson from the 
East Midlands. Tomkinson has a long history as a football 
hooligan overseas tour organiser and, like Blackham, 
a strong affinity with militant Ulster loyalism past, present 
and possibly future. Blackham himself has a conviction for 
attempting to run Czech submachine guns to the loyalists 
from Scotland some years ago. 





From the 
top: 

Terry 
Blackham, 
Tony White, 
Mick Shore 
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Missing out 
cashing In 


Billy Bartlett 
(below 
centre) 
makes a tidy 
income from 
the nazi 
scene 


Paul Burnley 
(pictured 
right) failed 
to appear 





By Sam King 


he annual White Xmas nazi skinhead concert 

went ahead in mid-December with more of a 

whimper than a bang. Fewer than 200 people 

turned out for what is considered the third 

most important date in the skinhead music 
year, after the Ian Stuart Donaldson (ISD) memorial 
concert, held in honour of the late lead singer of the 
band Skrewdriver, and the St George’s Day event, 
which coincides with the anniversary of Hitler’s birth. 
The White Xmas concert has been a regular fixture in the 
nazi calendar for over ten years. The poor showing 
comes only three months after the hugely successful ISD 
memorial gig, which attracted 600 people and raised 
over £4,000 for the Blood and Honour movement. 

Last December's concert was held in Newport, South 
Wales. It had been organised by Celtic Warrior’s lead 
singer, Billy Bartlett from Cardiff, but the venue was 
booked by Tommy Rodgers, a local NF activist and patsy. 

Headlining the night was Ken McLellan’s Brutal Attack, a 
south London band which recently celebrated its 
twentieth year in existence. It was McLellan’s first 
performance since being acquitted of assaulting Adrian 
Woods, a fellow nazi and former chief of the Surrey Border 
Front. The trial, which turned from comedy to farce, 
ended in October. An earlier trial had been halted when 
Woods accused the police and Crown Prosecution Service 
of falsifying his statement, orchestrating a long running 
campaign against him and announcing to the judge that 
McLellan had been a police informer. The embarrassed 
prosecuting team asked the judge for the case to be 
stopped but by then their star witness's outburst virtually 
guaranteed McLellan’s acquittal at the retrial. 

Brutal Attack was supported by Celtic Warrior, the 
west London-based Legion of Saint George and Section 
88, a new British Hammerskins band. 
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The audience arrived at the 
redirection point, a local McDonald's, 
surprised to be greeted by dozens of 
police officers in riot gear. Bemused 
by their presence, several sought an 
explanation from Bartlett. The Welsh- 
man lamely explained that the police 
had contacted him earlier that day 
indicating that they already knew the 
location, something he put down to 
his phone being tapped. This explan- 
ation was sufficient for most people in Blood and 
Honour as it was also the excuse given by Steven 
Swinfen when police apparently had advance 
knowledge of the venue of the ISD memorial gig. 

In reality, however, it was Bartlett who disclosed the 
exact location to the police after being told in no 
uncertain terms that he would be held responsible if 
disorder broke out. Wanting to avoid any legal problems, 
the brave national socialist capitulated almost 
immediately. 

Although McLellan put on a typically aggressive 
performance, he was in fact the organisers’ second 
choice. They had hoped that Paul Burnley would 
return for his first concert in Britain since his fallout 
with Combat 18 in 1993, but a few weeks before the 
gig he cried off because of other commitments. 
After Skrewdriver, Burnley’s No Remorse was Britain's 
most infamous skinhead band throughout the 1980s 
and early 1990s. While Burnley continued to perform 
irregular gigs in Sweden and the US until 1996, he has 
been totally absent from the scene here. 

As usual there was a wide variety of merchandise 
available. Kev Noone sold his regular Headhunter 
T-shirts along with a new line of Leeds United tops 
carrying pictures of Lee Bowyer and Jonathon 
Woodgate, the two players accused of assaulting an 
Asian student. Bartlett sold CDs, T-shirts and 
sweatshirts, while East London Blood and Honour sold 
British and Spanish Blood and Honour magazines and 
T-shirts. Brad Hollanby sold compilation videos of past 
gigs. The biggest stall of the day was that of Steve Jones 
of English Rose and his new girlfriend, Hollanby’s 
former partner. 

One man who made a flitting appearance at the gig 
was Ricky: Fawcus, the owner of Tyr Services, a CD 
distribution outlet. Fawcus is usually the first to set up 
his stall, which often extends to three tables, but he has 
recently fallen on hard times after being discovered 
bootlegging nazi CDs of British and American 
bands. This was first discovered at the ISD 
memorial gig in early October and he was 
physically confronted at a gig in Dartford, 
Kent a few weeks later. Many were surprised 
to see Fawcus at the December gig at all but it 
was soon made apparent, notably by Jock 
Nesbitt, the leader of the _ British 
Hammerskins, that he was not welcome. The 
bootlegging controversy even reached the 
latest Blood and Honour magazine, with a 
small notice on the contacts page. “It is a very 
dishonourable practice,” readers were told. 
“We will not condone it in any form.” Not that 
Fawcus seems to have taken much notice of 
the warning as his briefly erected stall 
continued to promote bootlegged material, 
including CDs of Burnley’s No Remorse. 

Entry to the concert cost £10 though 
everyone was given a free copy of the latest 


Blood and Honour. Full colour in places and with an 
advertisement for Resistance Records on the back, the 
new Blood and Honour is a vastly superior product to 
previous issues. It is now being produced by Simon 
Dutton of West London Blood and Honour, the lead 
singer of Legion of Saint George. 

The latest issue carries a report from the 2001 
Hammerfest in Georgia, USA, held in October. 
Attending this year’s event was the Scottish band 
Nemesis, fronted up by John Cartwright and Chris 
Telford, the former North East regional BNP organiser 
turned Glaswegian resident. The article describes the 
band as “professional and tight” but that is not 
the impression Searchlight’s US researchers obtained. 
It appears that the band’s US hosts were less than 
impressed with Telford’s poor timekeeping, moods and 
overall pessimism. An embarrassed Cartwright has 
promised not to tour abroad with his Geordie 
colleague again. 

The Scots were just one Blood and Honour group that 
did not make the concert. Indeed, the organisers were 
clearly annoyed that so few people made the journey 
into Wales. Nevertheless, Bartlett walked away, after 
paying his overheads, with anywhere between £500 and 
£800 in cash. This is in addition to the hundreds he 
made on his stall. It is no wonder that he is already 
organising the Violent Storm memorial gig in the spring. 

The turnout would have been even lower had it not 
been for the attendance of foreign nazis, with the 40 
present accounting for more than a fifth of the audience. 
Most were from Germany but there were also smaller 
groups from Finland and France. One of the American 
nazis present was Liz Tarrant, the wife of the 
Hammerskins founder Shaun Tarrant. She was also 
present at the Ian Stuart Memorial concert and reflects 
the growing prominence of the British Hammerskins 
within Blood and Honour. While publicly the Blood and 
Honour leadership boast about the strength of the scene 
in Britain, privately they are concerned with the low 
British turnout. The last two ISD Memorial concerts 
only attracted over 500 people each because more than 
half the audience came from abroad. 

Not that this seems to bother Bartlett. He made a tidy 
personal profit from the night and escaped any 
sanction from the authorities. What more could a nazi 
skinhead want? 





NEWS in brief 


Nazi salutes man jailed 


A man who gave nazi salutes to a group of Asian taxi 
drivers before launching a vicious assault was sentenced 
to 15 months’ imprisonment in Newport, Gwent, early 
last month. Robert Paul Davies, 26, of Lucas Street, 
Newport, pleaded guilty to racially aggravated assault 
occasioning actual bodily harm at Newport Crown 
Court on 7 January. He also admitted two charges of 
possession of drugs, two charges of theft and a further 
charge of affray. 

The court heard how Davies began arguing with an 
Asian taxi driver over a fare on 31 January last year. 
Without warning Davies punched the man repeatedly 
and shouted racial abuse. He then gave a Nazi salute and 
shouted “Heil Hitler” to the other Asian taxi drivers 
nearby, before saying that he would always be a 
skinhead. 

A few weeks later, Davies assaulted two security 
guards after attempting to steal from two local shops. 
The police finally caught up with Davies in July after he 
was found drunk and abusive. He racially abused a 
police officer and threatened to stab him before running 
away. Two days later Davies was eventually arrested but 
during his apprehension he headbutted an officer and 
kicked another in the shins. 


Racism endemic in universities 


A NEW SURVEY by the Association of University Teachers 
(AUT) has revealed that racial tensions and harassment are 
rife in higher education, with many ethnic minority staff 
receiving unfair treatment. 

Four out of 10 ethnic minority staff believed institutional 
racism was present in universities, a third reported 
harassment on racial grounds, and a quarter felt that they had 
been unfairly discriminated against in job applications. 

Only one in five “non white” staff and two in five white 
staff, believed their institution was very committed to equal 
opportunities on race and ethnicity. 

The survey, entitled “an incredible island”, involved 
interviews with 10,000 staff. It was conducted following 
concerns that too few ethnic minorities were employed in 
university departments, compared to the multicultural 
nature of British society. 

It found that 96% of employees in “old” universities were 
white, and 94% in universities as a whole. Ethnic minorities 
are more likely to be earning less and in junior positions. 

The findings add to the conclusion of the Modood report, 
published two years ago. It found that one third of 
universities did not have a racial equality policy. 

Dr Gargi Bhattacharya, chair of the AUT’s equal 
opportunities committee, said: “The survey confirms what 
black and ethnic minority staff have been saying for a long 
time about their experiences. | think now with the Race 
Relations Amendment Act there is really an onus on to start 
addressing these issues. As a union both the survey and 
new legislation offer an opportunity to refocus our efforts on 
achieving race equality in universities.” 

Dr lan Law, head of the centre for ethnicity and racism 
studies at Leeds University, said that a greater response 
was needed to charges of institutional racism against 
universities: “There are a lot of lessons for universities to 
learn...What we need to see is more coherent, fully 
developed anti-racism strategies. There is still a lot of work 
to be done.” 
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More bull 
from Target 


When will the ageing plane spotter stop hiding behind his 
New Jersey Klansman friend, Andrew Jones, and spare a 
minute or two from his visits to nazi gigs to tell his 
diminishing number of readers the truth for once? 

Times are clearly tough at New Target (whatever 
happened to the old one?) as one can tell from the letter 
that accompanied issue 18. Plane spotter apologises for its 
late arrival, the problem being that they have not sold all of 
the previous issue and so are short of money. 

New Target claims that, because of changes in Britain’s 
laws, the secret files that the plane spotter has been 
keeping on Searchlight and other anti-fascists have been 
moved abroad, no doubt to Jones’s Klavern in the USA. 

Then readers are treated to a “Thought of the month”. 
In the September issue of Searchlight | stated in this 
column that Searchlight had never betrayed one of its 
sources inside the nazi camp, with one exception. Plane 
spotter claims this is a lie and as evidence lists several 
“moles” whom we have allegedly blown out. 

First on the list is one “Karl Hanson”. No one at 
Searchlight has ever heard of him let alone exposed him. 
This name appears to have caused as much puzzlement on 
the far right as at Searchlight. i 

Then comes Ray Hill, a genuine mole who insisted on 
being named when he left the British National Party in 
1983 and appeared in a television documentary, “The 
Other face of Terror”, which won an international award. 

Next is Tim Hepple, who offered to appear in the first 
World in Action documentary on the nazi terror group 
Combat 18 and wrote a book on his time in the extreme 
right of which | was the co-author. Then there is Matthew 
Collins, who went public a long time ago at his own 
insistence, and finally Darren Wells, who freely appeared 
in last November’s very successful Panorama programme, 
“Under the Skin”, which exposed the criminality of the 
BNP. The fact that he had been working with us for two 
years appears to give rise to some hindsight on the part 
of the editor of New Target in talking about him being 
“a wrong ’un”. 

So let’s get down to cases, in particular the case 
brought against me in the wake of the League of 
St George seminar at Kensington Library in May 1994, 
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when the venue was occupied by hundreds of anti- 
fascists, and the tough guys of the League of St George 
and British Movement in full nazi uniform got a pasting 
after they attacked the anti-fascists with assorted 
weapons including iron bars. 

It was the plane spotter himself who had let his comrades 
down by sending away the initial security team, which 
included Matthew Collins, leaving the meeting open to the 
enemy. When the nazis got together to count the cost later 
that day he insisted that everyone should claim they had 
been assaulted by Gerry Gable, although even hardline 
nazis pointed out that | had prevented an elderly Mosleyite 
in the room from getting a beating. They also wondered why 
plane spotter had actually been in deep conversation with 
me during the occupation. 

Plane spotter simply explained that this was the best 
chance ever to get “that bastard Gable” locked up. 

A year later the case against me was stopped by the 
judge after four days, and in particular after Keith 
Thompson, alias the plane spotter, was exposed under 
cross examination as having acted as a Searchlight source 
on at least two occasions several years earlier. 

Since that time Thompson has done everything in his 
power to attack Searchlight and me in particular. 

Few on the far right trust him, so he has found a new 
home among the pissed up, drugged up thugs on the British 
nazi music scene, although behind his back most of them 
take the rise out of a man in his sixties hanging out with a 
bunch of kids and a handful of only slightly older nazis. 

Thompson's undoing in the witness box was a treat to 
behold. Judge and jury were especially horrified at the sight 
of a cartoon that had come out of his home, which depicted 
the black victims of the Deptford fire melting and turning 
into soap. 

They were interested to find out how we had come by this 
cartoon. The court heard how Thompson had made two 
deals with me in front of a witness in the late 1970s and 
early 1980s to supply inside information to Searchlight. 
This included documents and membership lists from the 
League of St George. Large sums of money had changed 
hands. How had we known Thompson was prepared to do 
such deals? From a reporter on one of the Sunday tabloids 
who had paid him money for information in the past. 
Thompson had also taken a young woman member of at 
least one extreme-right terror group to the media. 

On one occasion he told us he would go to a League of 
St George meeting to give himself an alibi while leaving 
the back door to his home in Marlow unlocked for a 
couple of the Searchlight team to pop in. In an attempt to 
be even more helpful, he said he would leave the 
documents in the kitchen. 

But, once inside the place, our intrepid researchers 
decided to make the most of the opportunity. They found 
the offensive cartoon and then systematically searched the 
house, uncovering lists of former SS men around the world 
and other material linking the League to terror groups 
abroad. The material they removed included a couple of 
wartime publications on plane spotting, hence our alias for 
Thompson in this column’s previous articles on Target. 

When details of the “robbery” at Thompson’s home were 
revealed in court, the judge asked Thompson whether he 
had reported it to the police — an indication that it was a 
genuine robbery rather than an arranged intrusion. 
Thompson admitted he had not reported it, nor had he 
made an insurance claim. Nazis sitting in the public gallery 
were aghast at his exposure. 

So let us return to his list. The only former mole, or in his 
case, grass, we have ever named without the person’s 
permission was Keith Thompson after he tried to fit me and 
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Searchlight up. And our discussion at Kensington Library? 
He was begging me to return his plane spotter books and 
some other material of a personal and sexual nature. 


The bouncing baby circle 

While the increasingly chubby BNP boss, Nick Griffin, 
bemoans the failings of the party's “circles”, it would 
appear someone is doing something right in breeding a 
“bonny white baby”. The latest BNP bulletin carries an 
appeal for a sturdy playpen for one of the BNP mums’ 
most recent additions. Clearly Griffin, having thrown 
most of his traditional BNP toys out of the pram, is now 


moving into bigger play areas. 


What’s that smell in Ramsgate? 

One thing you can be sure of, it’s not the sea air. 
Most likely it’s that well known stinker, “is that alcohol 
I smell on your breath?” Robert Edwards. 

Edwards is one of the most notorious hatemongers in 
postwar Britain. He was sent to prison two decades ago 
for his comic, The Stormer, named after Julius Streicher’s 
publication in Nazi Germany, and has come very close 
to finding himself behind bars on a number of occasions 
since then. 

We have never understood why the Attorney-General 


failed to give the green light to prosecuting him over 
pornographic material about the SS death camps and 
Anne Frank. Likewise, we cannot fathom the logic 
behind some gay and left-wing publications asking him 
to draw for them soon after he was released from prison. 

Searchlight last revisited Edwards a few years ago 
when we revealed how British nazis living and working 
with him in Ramsgate were part of a international 
conduit to send hired mercenaries into South Africa on 
a mission to kill black and progressive white leaders and 
sabotage the new economy. 

Now he is drawing hate cartoons attacking the 
Metropolitan Police Service’s efforts to combat racism 
within and outside the police. These pornographic 
offerings can be found on the National Front website. 

Come on Attorney-General, isn’t it time to get off your 
rear end and sort out this little creep once and for all? 
The reason given in the past for not charging people 
who produce such filth with incitement was that police 
officers were above being incited by a cartoon or leaflet, 
however nasty. But this feeble excuse does not work on 
this occasion as the drawings not only depict John 
Grieve, who leads Scotland Yard’s Racial and Violent 
Crime Task Force, but some of the civilian independent 
advisers who work with him. 


Robert 
Edwards and 
his latest 
offending 
cartoon 
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NEWS in brief 


BNP gives backing to Irish 
anti-immigration group 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY has offered its vocal 
support to an Irish anti-immigration party, the 
Immigration Control Platform (ICP). The ICP formed in 
1998, seeks to curtail immigration and halt the entry ofa 
growing number of asylum seekers into Ireland. 

Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, has alleged frequent 
contact between himself and the ICP, which claims a 
paid-up membership of several thousand and many 
more supporters. The group laments the Geneva 
Convention, declaring, “we must unshackle ourselves 
from it’, and lobbies the government for tighter 
immigration control. 

A leaflet distributed by the ICP in an area with a large 
number of asylum seekers was recently passed to the 
gardai with a view to prosecution for incitement of 
hatred. The leaflet urged people to join the ICP and 
“help stop the invasion and colonisation of Ireland”. 

It added a list of claims, including the notion that 
many asylum seekers were having fertility treatment in 
Irish hospitals because anyone born in the country is 
automatically entitled to citizenship. 


im 
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The ICP has denied any association with the BNP, but 
Griffin has made his support clear. “We're aware of the 
good work they're doing and we're prepared to be 
involved,” declared Griffin. “Many of our members here 
in the UK are Irish, and they're worried about what's 
happening in their homeland with regards to 
immigrants.” 


Police inquiry condemned 


Gurpal Virdi, the Asian sergeant who was wrongly accused 
of sending racist hate mail to both himself and other 
colleagues, last month expressed dissatisfaction at the 
inquiry into his case. 

Last year he handed over 15 names to the Metropolitan 
Police Authority, who Virdi, 43, believes should have been 
investigated. “Nothing was done,” he says. Sergeant Virdi 
was sacked in March 1999 by a police disciplinary panel. 
Just months later an employment tribunal ruled he was 
wrongly dismissed. 

The MPAs 174-page report was published last month. 
It found that “institutional racism” may have contributed to 
how Virdi was treated and calls on the Metropolitan Police 
to review its grievance procedures. Virdi believes the 
emphasis on procedures masks the failure to discipline 
the individuals involved. “Some officers are now retiring with 
full pensions, some people have been promoted to units 
they don’t deserve while | sit at home,” Virdi claimed. 


NF Bromley march 


The National Front travelling circus took itself off 
to Bromley town centre in south London on 


Saturday 12 January for a demonstration 
supposedly against paedophiles. 

Forty-two fascists left Bromley South station 
under the usual massive police protection, holding 
up posters of murdered young children without 
their families’ permission. Bystanders displayed 
total indifference or queried the cost of police 
overtime. 

To add insult to injury, the police allowed the NF 
to rally outside the Bromley Trade Union and 
Labour Club, which had opposed allowing the 
fascists to march. 





Publications available from Searchlight 
White Riot The violent story of Combat 18 


ll The inside account of the nazi terror group Combat 18. 


@ How a small group of people tried to instigate a race war in 
Britain and Sweden. 


@ Exclusive interviews with over 30 people involved in C18 since 
1992 including Steve Sargent and David Myatt. 


@ How the police and internal paranoia destroyed the organisation. 
m@ 16 pages of photos. 








White Riot is the inside story of Combat 18, from its inception as a stewarding THE VIOLENT STORY OF 
group for the British National Party, to instigating bombing campaigns in COMBAT 18 
Britain and Scandinavia. Through exclusive interviews and direct observation, 
White Riot offers a unique insight into the minds, backgrounds and motivation of the leaders of C18. 
The book exposes the secret links between C18 and loyalist paramilitaries, violent football thugs and 
the international music scene. 


White Riot travels with C18 at home and abroad, to its internal meetings and violent attacks. 
White Riot is the definitive story of Combat 18. 
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From anti-fascist 


The Jewish community and the fight against 
fascism: The defence debate 1946-1950 


In the second of two articles 
Steve Silver looks at the 
emergence and demise of 
the 43 Group 


ess than a year after the liberation of Europe’s 

Nazi death camps it was back to business as 

usual for Britain’s fascists. They held open-air 

meetings at which speakers spouted crude 

ntisemitism in the run-up to launching a 

successor organisation to Oswald Mosley’s British 
Union of Fascists (BUF). 

Horrified by a fascist revival, in March 1946 Jewish 
anti-fascists formed the 43 Group of Ex-Servicemen, 
bringing together Jews who had already been opposing 
fascist meetings with those who wanted to do so. 
The most prominent figure in this militant anti-fascist 
organisation's early days was Gerry Flamberg, who had 
won the Military Medal and been wounded at Arnhem. 
After the war he had made a name for himself as one of 
the leaders of a march protesting against the internment 
of Jewish leaders in Palestine by the British authorities. 

By the end of April 1946 over 300 ex-servicemen had 
joined the 43 Group; numbers would eventually swell to 

A43Group 2,000. Members came from across the political 
demonstra- spectrum, although, as one former member put it, “we 
tion were inclined towards the left rather than the right’. 
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In May 1946, the 43 Group rented an office and 
employed Geoffrey Bernerd, an early recruit, as a full- 
time organiser. Bernerd and Flamberg both became 
chairmen of the Group, with Bernerd organising while 
Flamberg assumed the role of public leader. Under 
Bernerd’s direction a formal branch structure was 
created. While the bulk of the members were engaged in 
physical attacks on the fascists, there were other 
necessary jobs. Recruits who had office skills, often 
women, were needed, as well as drivers, doctors to look 
after members injured in fights, and lawyers for legal 
advice. The Group also infiltrated fascist organisations 
using members who did not look Jewish, such as Doris 
Kaye, and non-Jewish members such as James Cotter, an 
Irishman. By mid 1946 Group activists were attacking 
several fascist meetings each week. 


The defence debate 
In November 1946, the 43 Group had a letter published 
in the Jewish Chronicle calling for new recruits. In 
addition to gaining new members, it provoked a 
response the following week from the Jewish 
establishment in the form of the Board of Deputies of 
British Jews (BoD). Louis J Hydleman, chairman of the 
BoD’s Jewish Defence Committee (JDC), wrote to the 
newspaper attacking the Group. Hydleman argued that 
there was no need for a separate organisation from the 
JDC and that the Group should disband. 

This argument from the BoD mirrored the attack it 
had made on the Jewish People’s Council Against 
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war to Cold War 


Fascism and Anti-semitism (JPC) in the 1930s. Hence, 
the revival of fascist activity saw the reawakening of the 
prewar defence debate in Britain’s Jewish community 
about the best way to fight antisemitism and fascism. 
This time on one side stood the moderate Zionist — 
leadership of the BoD which, as in the mid-1930s, was ~ 
hostile to any independent Jewish anti-fascist activity. — 
In opposition were communists and militant Zionists — 
who supported radical anti-fascist policies, especially — 
those being put into practice by the 43 Group. 

The patronising tone of Hydleman’s letter apparently — 
ill served his purpose. Even within the BoD the 43 © 
Group had allies. Two communists, Maurice Essex and 
Jack Perry, had been elected to the BoD’s Trades — 
Advisory Council (TAC), an organisation dedicated to — 
combating antisemitism in business and industry. — 
Essex also represented the TAC on the JDC, and Perry — 
on the BoD itself. These businessmen, both members of — 
the Communist Party of Great Britain (CPGB), were also 
prominent in the CPGB-inspired Businessmen’s Forum 
and had been sent into the heart of East London's 
Jewish community to work on Phil Piratin’s successful — 
CPGB general election campaign in 1945. They were not — 
the only people on the BoD who supported militant — 
anti-fascist activity, or the only communists active © 
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MOSLEY DUE TO APPEAR 


IN NOVEMBER © 


Full-scale gathering of his 
supporters will launch British 
“Fuehrers” attempted come-back 


By our Special Correspondent RALPH JEFFRIES © 


= ON GUARD" HAS DEFINITE information that Mosley's come-back will take place next month, 
ze cle fifteen years after he openly transformed his New Party of rebel Socialists into the British Union 
of Fascists. 

From now, until Mosley reappears on the political ues strict orders have been issued from his | 
headquarters for the minimum of hooliganism Se irom, and notoriety for, his so-far unofficial supporters. 
After November—when Mosley has taken the salute of his once again united Blackshirts—the heavy 
artillery will open up, alarums and excursions, rowdyism and brutality will be the order of .the ae 


Incidentally, the floodlit multi-speaker truck, at present used at Dalston on Sunday nights by the British | 
ig ‘to the gallery. | 
In the meantime, instructions bays been given to the bosses of Me present-day followers, to make | Fascism. 


League, will be taken over by " the Leader " to be used as a stage from which he can 
ready for the roturn of their " Fuchrer. 
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FURTHER 


By “On Guard" Reporter: 
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within the BoD. In November 1946, Mr A Stein moved a _ 
resolution calling for the BoD to conduct a campaign to ~ 
demand legislation against antisemitism. After asking — 
whether the JDC would continue the “cowardly and 


spineless” policy of the past, or would pursue a 
vigorous policy in alliance with the labour and 
progressive movements, he was accused of making 
“a Daily Worker speech’. 

David Spector, who had served as a Major in the 
Jewish Brigade of the British Army, was horrified by 
the approach of the BoD leadership to defence work. 
In the immediate postwar period, Spector served on 
the JDC and supported the 43 Group. He recalled that: 
“The communists were extremely active ... the Board of 
Deputies floor was a fierce battling point for them, with 

the heckling that went on, and with the Zionists having 

control”. About the JDC, Spector said: “Three-quarters 

of the committee didn’t know what the bloody hell was 

going on. Didn't know the respective [antisemitic] 

' groupings.” It is hardly surprising, in the light of the 

fact that communists had played a leading role for 

many years in the fight against fascism, that they 

should be better informed than others. Spector also 
remembered: 

“\Jack] Perry was brilliant at heckling and 
interrupting. [It was] quite definitely a war against the 
establishment, the Zionist establishment at the Board of 
Deputies, and the communists and other people like 
myself that knew a thing or two [about fascism and 
antisemitism].” 

Initially the CPGB was cautious of the 43 Group, 
though it became increasingly involved throughout the 
Group’s existence and had a major impact on its 
political direction. Douglas Hyde, a leading CPGB 
member, came to write some of the main articles for 
the 43 Group newspaper On Guard under a 
pseudonym (within a short time Hyde became a well 
known anti-communist renegade). For the CPGB the 
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main purpose of having members work inside the 
Jewish community was to win communal organ- 
isations over to progressive policies. Traditional 
hostility to Zionism was usually muted in CPGB 
literature. Rajani Palme-Dutt, a CPGB theoretician, 
wrote in 1945 in “The Party Statement on the ‘Jewish 
Question” that, while ideologically opposed to “the 
reactionary character of Zionism’, communists 
recognised that the: “emotional and psychological 
basis and appeal of Zionism to many Jews, [means 
that] it is necessary to understand that great harm 
would be done if our propaganda were such as to make 
Communists appear cut off from and opposed to 
things which are felt deeply by many Jews.” 

Communists tried to win Jews over not by engaging in 
an anti-Zionist campaigns, but by pointing to what they 
argued were the positive features of the socialist 
countries, particularly the role of the Red Army in 
defeating fascism and consequently saving Britain’s 
Jews, and the outlawing of antisemitism there. 
The communists pushed the view that the future for 
British Jews lay with the fight for greater democracy in a 
general sense. In particular, this meant the prohibition 
of fascism in Britain. 


Building the 43 Group 

The first year of the 43 Group’s existence was spent 
building the machinery capable of securing and 
maintaining anti-fascist activity. Little propaganda was 
produced during this early period, except for 
recruitment purposes. As the 43 Group gained more 
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TORY AND SOCIALIST 


WRECKERS OF EMPIRE 
By ROBERT ROW 
(See poge 2) 


MARCH PICTURE 


(See page 4) 


result of the publicity it was obtaining. 
Essex was well qualified to talk on 
these matters as he supported the 43 
Group financially and acted as a 
counsellor to the organisation. He said: 
“I was never a member, but if it wasn't 
for people like me, I think that they 
would have been more anarchist than 
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Marehes 
Banned Again 


RED VIOLENCE DICTATES 
LABOUR SUPPRESSION 
OF FREE SPEECH 
STATEMENT BY STR OSWALD 
MOSLEY 10 THE PRESS 
ASSOCIATION ON MONDAY, 
Mist MAROR, 1949. 

‘The effect of the ban is that 
free speech in Britain is now for- 
bidden by order of the Communists. 


opponents. ‘The Labour Govern. 
ment then suppresses not violence, 
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ism will never be defeated 


anything else. You see if you're angry 
and upset by antisemitism in a physical 
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be fought politically, not physically.” 

In little more than a year the 43 Group 
became an impressive organisation. 
It had a full-time organiser, an office, 
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publicity, so it gained support from the wider Jewish 
community, both physically and financially. 

Antisemitic activity as a result of events in Palestine 
reached its height in the summer of 1947. On the 
August Bank Holiday weekend, news that the Irgun 
Zvei Leumi had hanged two British sergeants in 
retaliation for the execution of three of their men, led 
to anti-Jewish rioting in Britain. Mobs attacked Jewish 
shops and property in a number of towns and cities, 
including Manchester, Liverpool and London. 
In London fascist speakers made much of the 
“Palestine factor”. Meetings in Ridley Road in Hackney, 
east London - up to 3,000 strong and invariably 
addressed by Jeffrey Hamm - turned the area into a 
weekly battleground. Fighting between the 43 Group 
and the fascists, and often also between communists 
and fascists, became a regular event throughout the 
second half of 1947. One of the 43 Group’s main tactics 
was to close down meetings by knocking over the 
speakers’ platform. 

The attacks on fascist meetings were a means to an 
end, not an end in themselves. In its propaganda and 
recruitment material the 43 Group made clear its aims 
and objects, which were: 

1 To advocate the immediate passing of legislation to 
make Fascist and Anti-Semitic Organisations illegal. 
2 To combat actively all Fascist and Anti-Semitic 

Organisations. 

3 To awaken and unite all sections of the public against 
the menace of Fascism. 

4 To develop an organisation capable of communal 
defence. 

5 To work and co-operate with all bodies combating 

Fascism and anti-Semitism. 

By July 1947 the 43 Group had a budget of £30,000 and 
was able to launch a monthly newspaper. This worried 
those on the JDC, such as Hydleman, and another 
prominent member of the BoD, Professor Brodetsky, 
who met with the 43 Group in an attempt to contain the 
perceived problem of the existence of an independent 
Jewish anti-fascist body. At a JDC meeting held in July 
1947, Hydleman expressed consternation that the 
43 Group would not give up its separate identity unless 
it could have a major voice in the formulation of the 
BoD’s defence policy. In the ensuing discussion, Essex 
pointed out that the 43 Group received support as a 
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movement. On Guard of October 1947 
was able to announce it had: “definite 
information that Mosley’s come-back will take place 
next month”. The accuracy of this information was 
confirmed later that year when Mosley’s Union 
Movement (UM) was formed. 

The event that gained the most publicity for the 
43 Group was Flamberg’s alleged shooting with intent 
to murder of the fascist John Preen in December 1947. 
Charged with Flamberg was another founder member 
of the 43 Group, John Wimborne. Preen, who had been 
a member of the BUF and had been imprisoned during 
the war as a fascist section 18b detainee, was a 
prominent activist who had been a founder of the 
Britons Action Party and also ran a fascist bookshop. 
Flamberg and Wimborne were acquitted after the 
magistrate declared that Preen’s word was unreliable. 
In March 1948, On Guard reported: “The 43 Group have 
received a great volume of applications for 
membership of their organisation as a direct result of 
the Preen case”. 

The activities of the 43 Group aroused the interest of 
the authorities. The Daily Express reported in a front 
page story in December 1947: “Scotland Yard’s Special 
Branch has sent a report to the Home Office on the 
activities of a group of respectable and wealthy 
businessmen who are believed to be financing a new 
anti-Fascist movement in London. 

“The group meet at regular intervals at a London 
hotel. Members subscribe to funds...A large portion of 
this money is spent on maintaining ‘observation posts’ 
from which all forms of Fascist activities can be 
watched. Other sums are allocated for counter- 
measures and propaganda.” 

The unnamed movement was of course the 43 Group 
and the businessmen were from the Businessmen’s 
Forum, run by Essex. 

While the fascists organised for the return of Mosley 
to public political life, the 43 Group was determined to 
crush the newly formed organisation, which it argued 
“is not a new organisation at all, but the discredited 
BUF”. In May 1948, a march organised to demonstrate 
UM's strength — from Highbury Corner to Camden Town 
— provoked fierce fighting outside Holloway Prison, 
resulting in 32 arrests. All marches, fascist and anti- 
fascist, had been banned from specified districts of 
metropolitan London by the Labour Home Secretary, 
Chuter Ede, but Mosley had simply altered his route. 


In 1948 some 43 Group members went to Palestine to 
fight in the Israeli War of Independence. It has been 
estimated that up to 30 members went, and some who 
stayed were also very active in supporting the emergent 
Jewish state. Len Rolnick, a leading 43 Group activist 
and CPGB member, travelled to Paris and, with the 
assistance of French Communist Party members at the 
L’Humanité newspaper, sent weapons to Palestine. Back 
in Britain, Rolnick discovered that the 43 Group was not 
the only organisation sending people to the Middle East. 
Some British fascists were apparently being recruited to 
fight against the Jewish state. Rolnick was given the task 
of finding out how this was being organised. He went 
along to the Arab Legion in London and was referred to 
the Anglo-Arab Friendship Society where he posed as a 
potential recruit. He succeeded in proving that 
recruiting was taking place in Britain, which was being 
denied at the time. 


Smash Union Movement! 

The 43 Group’s primary objectives had been to expose 

the various fascist groupings and to prevent them 

building a new fascist party. The creation of UM 

prompted the 43 Group to embark on a new strategy in 

addition to the continued physical attacks on fascist 
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meetings. The secondary campaign consisted of anti- 
fascist propaganda to “expose and if possible prevent 
* them from carrying out their activities”. In the summer 
of 1948, the 43 Group held the first of a number of its 
own open-air meetings. 

However, UM turned out to be a shadow of the prewar 
BUE Among its problems was that it suffered defections 
of some prominent members. The 43 Group worked 
with these former fascists and several spoke on 
On Guard platforms denouncing their former comrades 
and exposing fascism at meetings up to 1,000 strong. 
Under the leadership of Michael Maclean these former 
fascists eventually organised themselves under the 
banner of the National Anti-Fascist League. 

Although the 43 Group continued to attack fascist 
meetings, most spectacularly in Brighton in June 1948, 
when the fascists were given a decisive physical beating, 
it placed growing emphasis on the propaganda 
campaign. As part of this reorientation, the Group 
directed more effort into winning support from the 
Jewish community, largely as a result of the intensified 
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anti-43 Group campaign by the BoD. Several meetings 
took place between the BoD and Group leadership to 
discuss a united defence campaign, but their differences 
proved too strong. Resolution of the differences could 
never come about because of the BoD’s unwavering 
insistence on the Group surrendering its identity. 

In September 1948 the Jewish Chronicle published an 
exchange of letters between supporters of the 43 Group 
and supporters of the JDC. In his capacity as JDC 
chairman Hydleman called on “all members of the 
Anglo-Jewish Community to cease from giving their 
support to this [the 43 Group] or any dissident group”. 
Writing on behalf of the 43 Group the following week, 
Bernerd called for the BoD to set up an “independent 
and fair-minded tribunal to bring about unity”. 

Throughout the 43 Group's existence the attacks from 
the BoD never diminished. The JDC had real reason to 
be concerned, for many in the Jewish community 
preferred the defence policy of the 43 Group over the 
BoD’s “low-profile” approach. In February 1949 a 
member of the JDC’s Bethnal Green, Haggerston and 
Hoxton Area Committee issued the following report on 
why they had so little support: 

“I have made a survey on my own account as to the 
existing apathy. I find that the majority of the youth are 

anti-Board of Deputies, pro 

Communist, and pro 43 Group. 

rh This applies to a great extent to a 

large section of East London. I have 

never worked so hard in my life to 
break down this opposition...” 

The 43 Group did have a 
somewhat better relationship with 
the Association of Jewish Ex- 
servicemen (AJEX). The 43 Group’s 
founders had been members of AJEX 
and many Group members retained 
dual membership. AJEX was very 
close to the BoD but there was just 
enough independence to allow them 
to work together on some occasions. 
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cg aa a The Group also worked with non- Newspaper 
Sie teeter Jewish anti-fascist organisations and _ of the Jewish 
at the end of 1948 affiliated to the committee 
National Council for Civil Liberties of the 
(NCCL), with which the JPC had Communist 
done much work in the 1930s. Party 


Decline of fascism and the end of the 43 Group 
By 1949 it was clear that the building of a successful 
fascist party was not going as smoothly as Mosley had 
hoped. Some 700 people turned out to hear him speak at 
Kensington Town Hall in January 1949, where he 
returned to classic, prewar antisemitism. This was 
something he had personally played down since the war, 
but it was what his supporters wanted to hear and he 
could ill afford to ignore them. Over 3,000 protesters 
gathered outside at a demonstration organised by the 
43 Group. Tear gas was set off inside the meeting and 
over 100 fascists required medical treatment for its 
effects. There were seven arrests, several of whom were 
43 Group members. 

The decline in the fascists’ fortunes was not 
immediately obvious, however. In May 1949, On Guard 
reported its shock that Victor Burgess, a fascist 
candidate, had received 2.5% of the vote in the local 
council elections in Kensington South. In reality this was 
a small vote and the fascists were not making headway. 
Their lack of success in winning support turned to 
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greater frustration, resulting in increased violence 
against “soft targets”. The worst incident took place in 
the run-up to May Day, when two 15-year-old Jewish 
boys required emergency operations after they were 
attacked with an array of weapons in the Ridley Road 
area. This was only the worst of many violent incidents 
during 1949. Chuter Ede reinstated the ban in London 
on political processions, but as in the previous year it 
was relatively ineffectual. However, the consistent 
violent opposition by the 43 Group and others, and the 
defections from UM meant that fewer fascist meetings 
took place through the latter part of 1949 than in 
previous years. 

In early 1949 the 43 Group suffered serious internal 
problems. It was having difficulty raising funds: the 
major reasons for which were the lower profile of 
the fascists and consequent apathy in the Jewish 
community. Bernerd halved the size of the executive 
committee and a number of veterans found that they 
no longer had a place on it. Flamberg resigned in 
May 1949, leaving Bernerd in control. On Guard started 
to appear infrequently. 

The December 1949 edition of On Guard was 
strikingly different from previous ones. Front pages of 
On Guard had tended to lead with stories on domestic 
fascism but there was now little to report. During the 
whole period of the Group’s existence up to that point, 
and in arguments with the JDC, it had always insisted 
that “we should like to make it clear that the Group has 

ae no quarrel with the Board of 

~~». Deputies as a whole”. In a 

front page editorial the 
43 Group now lambasted 
the BoD with the headline: 
“Let's have done with 










































Jeffrey appeasement”. Another 
Hamm, » article compared the 
who led leadership of the Jewish 
the community with the prewar 
Mosleyite ~~ German Jewish leadership and 
revival ’ accused it of having “a strong 


political bias to the right”. 
| The paper announced a change of 
nated 43 Group policy orientating it to 
— carry out a campaign inside the 
~ Jewish community: 
“There is a crying need to awaken in 
, the Jewish community of this country a 
. sense of its own responsibility and an 
=; awareness of the danger that exists 
») for a Community burdened with an 
official leadership that can only 
arouse contempt. And if to do 
“this it is necessary to expose the 
undemocratic methods employed 
by Jewish communal leadership to 
me keep the community in ignorance 
‘= and apathy, the 43 Group will not 
‘shrink from that unpleasant 
task. 
“The 43 Group now under- 
tands that it has no right to call 
__on the whole country to unite 
against fascism until it has first 
helped to mobilise the 
entire Jewish com- 
munity in the 
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43 Group's Third Anniversary Ball, held on 4 February 
1950, it was announced that Bernerd had resigned and 
that the new chairman would be Cyril Barcan. 
The programme for the evening reiterated that the 
Group had reorientated its policy. Most significant of 
all was that for the first time the Group intimated that 
its demise was near. Mentioning negotiations that had 
taken place with AJEX and with the Jewish 
ex-servicemen’s organisations in Leeds and Manchester 
with a view to creating one united organisation, 
it expressed hope that the negotiations would end 
in success. The programme stated: 

“When formed, this new organisation will prove the 
strongest weapon yet forged for the defence of 
the Jewish community. The spirit that made the 
43 Group famous in so short a time will not be lost. 
The new organisation will combine the best virtues of all 
its component parts...And in asking for your support 
we, for our part — whether we continue as the 43 Group 
or sink our identity in a larger organisation — pledge 
ourselves to continue the struggle no matter what the 
odds against us may be.” 

In fact, negotiations had started some ten months 
earlier when a conference was held with AJEX and the 
groups in Leeds and Manchester. The reason that no 
unity had been achieved was, according to the CPGB 
newspaper Jewish Clarion, that the AJEX leadership had 
stalled the process. 

On 18 May 1950, the 43 Group’s executive committee 
drew up a resolution that it circulated to all the Group’s 
current members. The covering letter, signed by Wolf 
Wayne, a CPGB member, called for all members to 
attend an extraordinary general meeting on 4 June at 
which the resolution would be put. Proposed by Rolnick 
and seconded by Wayne, the resolution claimed that the 
fact that AJEX was engaged in any activity at all was 
down to the “militant example set by the 43 Group”. 
It went on to say: 

“In the interests of the Jewish community, as the 
ultimate proof of our sincerity in this desire for unity, 
and because we consider that Jewish ex-servicemen can 
and must play a leading role against all forms of 
reaction, it is hereby resolved by the membership of 
the 43 Group of Ex-Servicemen that this organisation 
shall forthwith disband, and that all those eligible 
should immediately join and take part in the work of 
the Association of Jewish Ex-Servicemen.” 

So the 43 Group, as an organisation, closed down 
as opposed to being formally absorbed into AJEX. 
Rather than put all the 43 Group’s funds into the hands 
of the AJEX leadership, the Group divided them between 
a number of mainly left-wing organisations, only a 
portion therefore going to AJEX. Recipients included the 
CPGB newspaper the Daily Worker, the British Peace 
Council and the NCCL. 

Even after the disbandment of the 43 Group its 
leadership continued to believe it had not had a fair 
hearing. A letter sent by the Group to the Jewish 
Chronicle was not published. Instead the newspaper 
printed an editorial that claimed the BoD had 
encouraged AJEX to initiate a move towards unity. 
Incensed, Wayne, the former Group secretary, wrote to 
the Jewish Clarion, which published a letter putting the 
“true facts” of the negotiations. 


End of an era: The Cold War sets in 

The 43 Group’s existence and success owed much to the 
political circumstances that created a window of time 
that lasted for only a very short period. From the mid to 


late 1940s communists supported the nascent state of 
Israel while many Zionists saw themselves as socialist or 
even pro-Soviet. 

The demise of the 43 Group occurred at the same 
time as the Cold War reached its height, and when 
support for communism among the Jewish 
community was waning quickly. Communists and 
Zionists once again came into conflict with each other, 
as had been the case historically. Even though full 
details of the liquidation of the Soviet Union's Jewish 
Anti-Fascist Committee were not fully known, reports 
began circulating by 1948 of antisemitism there. 
The cooling of relations between Israel and the Soviet 
Union soon after the Jewish state was established 
meant that communists and Zionists were no longer 
united on this issue. Within a short time the Soviet 
Union was providing support and arms for the 
Arab states. 

Of course events abroad did take some time to 
permeate the political consciousness of British Zionists 
and communists, but what previously might still have 
united them was simply not there in 1950. The fact that 
the domestic fascist threat was less visible meant that 
the key unifying issue was in recess. In many ways this 
marked the end of an era; in 1950 Piratin lost his 
parliamentary seat. 

The politics of the Cold War manifested themselves 
starkly after the 43 Group’s demise. In December 1950, 
Spector represented AJEX at an informal meeting with 
representatives of the BoD. Not only was Spector not a 
communist, he was then the national vice-chairman of 
AJEX. There was an acrimonious discussion on the 
remilitarisation of Germany, an issue about which the 
43 Group and other anti-fascists had been greatly 
concerned. Representing the BoD, Israel Cohen said he 
was concerned that AJEX branches were raising the 
issue of West German remilitarisation because AJEX was 
an affiliate of the BoD. Among Cohen's arguments was 
the view that: 

“.,. the problem of re-arming Germany had been gone 
into at great lengths by H.M. Govt...they had decided 
that some degree of re-arming was necessary. If we 
came out with a campaign against the Govt's policy, 
other political bodies such as the Communist Party 
would join in such a campaign and the community 
would as a result be identified with the CP.” 

Such was the Cold War climate that even having a 
policy that was coincidentally the same as a communist 
policy was reason enough to change it. Spector resigned 
over this issue at the beginning of 1951 and the 
communal leadership spread the word that he was a 
communist. 

With the closure of the 43 Group came the end of 
another chapter in the defence debate. However, it was 
not to be buried forever and a new chapter opened a 
decade later with the fascist revival of the early 1960s, 
when the anti-fascist 1962 Committee — the 62 Group — 
was formed. 


This July sees the 40th anniversary of the 
formation of the 1962 Committee (62 Group). 
Searchlight will be carrying a major feature on 
the Group and we would like to hear from 


people who have personal reminiscences, 
leaflets, cuttings and photographs. 

All documents and photographs will, of course, 
be safely returned. 
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ostock was once a thriving East German 

industrial city built around its shipyards. 

Inhabited by a quarter of a million people, the 

city rapidly declined after German 

reunification. By autumn 1992 
unemployment was officially recorded at 17% but 
unofficially it stood closer to 50%. More ominously, 
Rostock quickly became a target for nazi political 
intervention and recruitment. 

As early as May 1992, the anti-immigrant “Hamburger 
Liste fiir Auslanderstopp” was distributing leaflets on 
Rostock’s bleak Lichtenhagen estate. Tension was 
already high because of a decision by the regional 
government in Schwerin to house the central reception 
centre for asylum-seekers there and refugees were 
brought in to live in appalling conditions. 

A month before the reception centre was due to move 
to a different building, a previously unknown citizens 
group Calling itself the Lichtenhagen Interests Society 
issued a threat. On 18 August, an anonymous 
representative of this “society” telephoned a local paper, 
the Norddeutsche Neueste Nachrichten, and said: “if the 
city does not get this sorted by the end of the week, then 
we are going to do it”. 

The paper published details of the call and informed 
the police and local politicians. This prompted the local 
Senator responsible for the police to announce that he 
would meet the police and Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 
regional government in order to avert an escalation into 
violence. At the same time, the Social Democrat Party 
Senator raised the political temperature with claims that 
the problem was not right-wing extremism but the daily 
mounting “flood” of refugees. 

The Friday edition of another local daily, the Ostsee- 
zeitung, quoted another anonymous caller from the 
Lichtenhagen Interests Society saying: “It’s going to be a 
hot night. We are going to bring order.” The same issue 
carried an appeal for a demonstration on Saturday 22 
August “against the German asylum law”. 

No demonstration took place but a large crowd 
gathered in front of the reception centre and the first 
stones flew at the apartments of Vietnamese contract 
workers living in the same block. Matters rapidly got out 
of hand when part of the howling mob tried to storm the 
building but failed, thanks to militant self-defence by 
the residents. 

The 35 police officers present merely stood and 
watched the situation escalate. During the evening the 
crowd increased to around 2,000 people who expressed 
their sympathy for the racist attackers with applause, 
clapping every broken window and every petrol bomb 
hurled. 

It was only in the early hours of Sunday morning that 
police finally succeeded in forcing the racists to back off 
but their retreat owed more to their own tiredness than 
to police strategy. 

The violence continued on Sunday and rapidly 
developed into a pogrom with murderous intent, while 
a gaping crowd of bystanders behaved as if they were at 
a street party. By then police numbers had increased to 
400 but they continued to watch impassively while, 
before their eyes, petrol was siphoned into bottles for 
bombs and other petrol bombs were brought by the 
crate load from cars parked only metres away. 

A reporter from the Berliner Zeitung pointed out that 
the whole of Lichtenhagen seemed to be full of cars from 
Hamburg, Liibeck and Lower Saxony. The occupants of 
these cars were nazis who had driven across Germany to 
take part in the racist festivities. 


Statements from witnesses and the three accused in 
the current trial have confirmed the presence of these 
nazis. Among them were members of a gang led by the 
local leader of the Nationaldemokratische Partei 
Deutschlands (NPD) in nearby Hagenow, who had 
firebombed a refugee hostel in Boizenburg only weeks 
before. A car belonging to Christian Worch, the 
Hamburg nazi leader, was seen close to Lichtenhagen 
police station, together with some of Worch’s associates. 
Other top nazis present included Norbert Weidner from 
Bonn and Christian Malcocci, a member of Worch’s 
Gesinnungsgemeinschaft der Neuen Front. 


Orgy of arson 

The next day, Monday, a high-level crisis meeting took 
place attended by the CDU regional Interior Minister 
Lothar Kupfer, Rostock’s police chiefs and the federal 
Minister of the Interior Rudolf Seiters. While the details 
remain obscure, it is known that Seiters used the 
occasion to call for a new, tougher asylum law. Kupfer 
agreed and significantly, after the meeting, the elite 
Federal Border Guards who had been drafted into 
Rostock were quickly dispatched home. 

During the afternoon, an official of Rostock’s city 
administration decided that the reception centre should 
be evacuated. At the same time, the city’s Commissioner 
for Foreigners, Wolfgang Richter, and a councillor from 
the left-wing Party of Democratic Socialism (PDS) 
informed the police that the building had not been fully 
evacuated and that there were still around 150 
Vietnamese inside. 

The mob outside the building knew this too and 
resumed its attacks as darkness fell. The Berliner Zeitung 
reported that the show was now clearly being run by 
professional nazis and their skinhead followers: “The 
violence...is not boisterous and _ spontaneous. 
Everything seems to be coming from some invisible 
command.” 

At 21.00, the police took the incredible decision to 
withdraw from the front of the building, leaving the 
surprised crowd of attackers wondering whether 
the move was designed to trap them. It was not long 
before they saw the enormity of the police retreat and 
the opportunity created by it, and within minutes petrol 
bombs were flying into the now unprotected building. 
By then, around 800 right-wing extremists were 
launching attacks, applauded by at least 3,000 local 
people. 

For two hours the police, well aware of what was going 
on, did precisely nothing and the fire brigade, which 
arrived at 21.44, was unable to tackle the blazing 
building until 23.00. The 150 Vietnamese refugees and 
their supporters were only able to save their own lives by 
smashing down a door leading to the roof. Below them 
the blaze raged through the lower floors. 

These two hours were critical. The city’s chief of police 
and regional police boss designate, Siegfried Kordus, 
had made himself unavailable for three hours from 
20.10 by going home to “change his shirt”. Kupfer went 
home at 20.15 to do the same and Kordus’s deputy, 
Jiirgen Deckert, was also “unreachable” from 19.35. 

This scandalous situation was exemplified by the fact 
that a police unit on its way back home to Hamburg 
decided to return to Lichtenhagen when officers heard 
about the inferno in Rostock on a police car radio. 

Verbatim records of the local fire brigade later 
confirmed that it had informed the police that 
Vietnamese contract workers were in the burning 
building and that, for several hours, firefighters were 
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denied the police protection needed to enable them to 
tackle the blaze. 

Over the next two days local gangs of right-wing youth 
and nazi skinheads felt so confident that they launched 
further attacks on the police in an orgy of anti-refugee 
incitement. 

Amazingly, the police only showed any will to act 
when anti-fascists from all over Germany mobilised for 
a 20,000-strong demonstration in Rostock on 29 August. 
Then the Rostock police brought the full majesty of the 
law to bear by detaining a convoy of cars containing 
anti-fascists from across north Germany at nearby Bad 
Doberan for several hours. Interestingly, some of the 
police engaged in abrogating the civil rights of the anti- 
fascists wore masks to hide their identity. 


The political and legal aftermath 

Attempts by a regional parliamentary commission, 
some time after the pogrom, to investigate the role of 
the police and politicians came to nothing. Likewise, 
criminal investigations against Kordus and Deckert 
collapsed. An investigation of Kordus on various counts 
of negligence was dropped in 1994 after a regional court 
decision and his career looked secure. 

Kordus, who was trained in the Federal Criminal 
Office and had held key posts in Bonn, later lost his job 
as regional chief of the criminal police in Schwerin after 
a scandal involving prostitutes attending a police 
Christmas party. Deckert was saved an investigation 
into his role after a court decided in 1999 that as the 
situation was calm on the morning of Monday 24 
August, he could not have known that the attacks would 
resume in the evening and that the withdrawn police 
units would be needed. Kordus, now 60, is living in Spain 
and 50-year-old Deckert is teaching at a police academy 
in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern. 

Attempts to bring right-wing rioters to justice fared 
little better. The regional Justice Ministry claims to have 
launched more than 300 inquiries in connection with 
the pogrom. There have been 40 prosecutions relating to 
Rostock, most of them of minors. Several anti-fascists 
were among those convicted. 

The Justice Ministry has explained its meagre results 
by insisting that the police failed to provide any video 
footage or other evidence. Remarkably, nobody, 
it seems, has bothered to obtain television footage, 
including film taken from the roof of a nearby shopping 
centre during the pogrom. 

Equally remarkably, the victims of the pogrom, some 
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of whom had encountered their tormentors on the 
staircase of the building, were never summoned as 
witnesses. 


The consequences 

Nazis throughout Germany took the Rostock pogrom as 
a model to copy. In the months that followed, refugee 
hostels were attacked all over the country. A few weeks 
later, over 100 skinheads besieged a hostel in Schwerin 
and pelted it with petrol bombs. Hans-Christian 
Strébele, a Green party MP and leading civil rights 
lawyer, has said that the murderous fire bombing in 
MOlln three months later could have been avoided if the 
police in Rostock had done their duty. 

The political consequences were similarly woeful. 
Instead of cracking down on the racial violence, the main 
political parties were content to blame the nazi violence 
on the presence of the refugees themselves. In summer 
1993 major amendments were made to Article 16 of the 
constitution, which guaranteed the right of asylum. The 
right-wing arsonists were able to legitimise their violence 
as an expression of some kind of social consensus. 


The Schwerin trial 

As early as September 1992, investigators were aware 
that a large group of right-wingers from Schwerin, 
Boizenburg, Neubrandenburg and Hamburg took part 
in the pogrom. 

This knowledge came from a detailed account given 
by a 16-year-old girl belonging to a nazi hooligan gang in 
Schwerin, who turned up at her local police station. The 
first arrests followed her statement. In April 1993 the 
regional court in Rostock sentenced three nazi 
skinheads from Schwerin — Sven Abel, Enrico Kirschke 
and Rene Kaiser — to custodial and suspended sentences 
of between two and three years for arson and breach of 
the peace. Their convictions were based on evidence 
from television footage, which showed them getting into 
a first floor flat of the building, smashing windows and 
trying to set fire to the curtains. 

Although the three named some of their fellow rioters 
during their trial, nothing happened until April 1995, 
when the state prosecutor issued an indictment against 
Sanne, Bohs, and Palletschek, the main charges of which 
were attempted murder, serious breach of the peace and 
violation ef weapons laws. However, their arrest 
warrants were set aside by Horst Heydorn, the 
responsible judge in Schwerin, who is presiding over 
the present trial. Heydorn continued to do nothing for 
several years on the grounds that “the courts were 
overburdened with more pressing matters”. 

The accused have an unenviable criminal pedigree. 
Sanne, for example, was convicted on several charges of 
violence in 1992. The interval between the laying 
of charges and the execution of arrest warrants only 
gave him and his two playmates more time to carry on 
as before. 

The three men lived on the same housing estate in 
Schwerin and even during communist rule had 
acquired a reputation for being right-wing hooligans. 
By the beginning of the 1990s, they had become openly 
nazi skinheads who targeted foreigners and left-wingers 
in Schwerin. Sometimes, they were convicted and 
sentenced to probation. On other occasions they were 
jailed but came straight out of prison to take up where 
they had left off. Sanne and Palletschek, for example, 
had a sentence hanging over them when they travelled 
to Bielefeld for a football match and were caught singing 
racist songs and attacking fellow travellers. 
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It was clear that the local police obviously did not 
prioritise nazi and racist violence. 

Last summer, Heydorn decided that the much- 
delayed trial of the three nazis would commence on 
20 November, apparently hoping that the entire 
business might be concluded with minimum publicity. 
He erred in his judgment because, for the first time, two 
victims of the pogrom registered their own prosecution 
against the three. 

The bad publicity that followed did not prevent him 
from dropping charges against a fourth nazi, Sven Miiller, 
now 28. Miiller, a chief nazi organiser in Schwerin, 
had been accused “only” of serious public order offences, 
but Heydorn decided that the charges had expired. 
The fact that they had expired because of Heydorn’s own 
dilatoriness largely escaped public attention. 


Feigned repentance 

During their long trial, the defendants have sat like 
meek repentant lambs, all claiming to have left the 
extreme right. Sanne, who is already in jail for a 
catalogue of violent offences, has made strenuous 
efforts to present himself as contrite, bleating that he 
has nothing against foreigners any more. Palletschek 
has “apologised” to his victims, an apology they are 
reluctant to accept or take seriously, because it only 
came after Heydorn had rejected an application from 
Palletschek’s lawyer to drop the charges. 

Witness statements to date have made it clear that the 
nazis drove to Rostock on the evening of 24 August and 
were outside the building for several hours. However, 
all three deny that they hurled petrol bombs. 

Their denials have little credibility, because at least 
one experienced nazi arsonist was also there on the 
same evening. Frank Schmidt had been sentenced to 
three years’ imprisonment in 1993 after he and a leading 
NPD activist firebombed a refugee hostel in Boizenburg. 
Since then Schmidt, who has been subpoenaed in the 
current trial, has disappeared although last year he was 
registered living in the Treptow district of Berlin. 

Other witnesses either sympathise with the accused 
and are unwilling to say anything to incriminate them or 
are afraid, as in the case of the chief witness, the girl who 





went to the police in 1992. She has been attacked and 
beaten up several times by women belonging to nazi 
gangs in Schwerin and forced to leave the city. 

Whether the victims’ hopes of dragging the full 
circumstances of the night of 24 August into the light 
will be fulfilled remains an open question. Time and 
again, Heydorn has tried to suggest that the defendants 
only became nazi thugs because of their abysmal 
personal circumstances, variously being brought up in 
care, alcoholism and a lack of prospects. Time and 
again, the defence has tried to paint the victims as 
responsible for the trouble. It is also clear that neither 
the court nor the defence are used to having the victims 
of right-wing violence defending themselves and 
presenting their arguments. 

There is also the additional problem that the memories 
of many witnesses have faded, either over time or out of 
fear of repercussions from friends of the accused. Even if 
convicted, Sanne, Bohs and Palletschek will be sentenced 
as youth offenders, because -they were aged between 
17 and 19 when their crimes were committed, and are 
therefore unlikely to go to prison. They are even reported 
to be expecting the charges to be dropped. 


Justice delayed? 
It would be wrong to believe that the conviction of the 
three nazis would represent justice for the people who 
were attacked in Rostock. There was gross negligence in 
the policing of the events in the town, for which no one 
has apologised. Many of the nazi thugs responsible, who 
were allowed to enter the town with apparent impunity, 
remain at large, and a glaring lack of energy has 
characterised the subsequent police and _ legal 
investigations. At the same time, many local and 
national politicians continue to pin the blame for the 
violence on the presence of refugees themselves, thus 
giving some legitimacy to the nazis. 

Images from Rostock shocked people throughout the 
world. Almost ten years later, the victims are still waiting 
for justice. 


Abridged and edited from an article in 
Antifaschistisches Infoblatt 





The three 
accused nazis 
face the court 
on charges of 
attempted 
murder and 
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Tobacco 
workers in 
Rome await 
a visit from 
Adolf Hitler 
in 1938. 
Italy's neo- 
fascists think 
the time is 
now right to 
rehabilitate 
him 








ITAL 


By Alfio Bernabei 
Nazi fascism rehabilitated 


SHELTERED BEHIND the neofascist ministers in Silvio 
Berlusconi’s government, Italian nazi-fascist groups are 
spreading racist propaganda throughout schools, stadia, 
town halls and concert venues and are using websites to 
make new recruits. 

Forza Nuova, the fascist party headed by the ex- 
fugitive from justice Roberto Fiore, has opened offices 
in 52 towns and encouraged its members to exercise 
influence in town and regional councils, sometimes 
resorting to occupying buildings. Fiore fled from Rome 
in autumn 1980 to avoid being arrested. He was never 
questioned about the events that led to the fascist 
massacre at Bologna railway station, which killed 85 
people. He set up a lucrative business in London while 
waiting for his nine-year prison sentence for subversive 
association to lapse. Now he commutes between Rome 
and London and seems in a position to spend vast 
amounts of money to give shape to an international 
movement devoted to _ proselytising Catholic 
fundamentalism, fascist corporativist economy and 
Latin American Peronism within the framework of 
militaristic principles of law and order, notions of white 
race supremacy and armed interventions overseas. 

Fiore speaks at nazi-fascist rallies in Italy and abroad. 
Recently he was the guest of honour at the German 
National Democratic Party’s “vigorous and disciplined” 
demonstration in Berlin, where he spoke about the 
“European concept” alongside Udo Voigt, the NPD’s 
leader. In one of its leaflets Forza Nuova states that 
“the struggle against a multiethnic society must begin in 
the schools” and “Islamic fundamentalism must be 
fought because it is the eternal enemy of Christian 
European Civilisation”. Another leaflet calls for the 
immediate expulsion of all “Muslim activists” in order to 
prevent them from establishing a “fifth column”. Forza 
Nuova also advocates the formation of a European army 
capable of intervening directly to put an end to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Having disposed of Muslims as potential terrorists 
and of Jews as key enemies at the heart of “American 
Zionist Imperialism’, Forza Nuova finds in white 
Europeans the true representatives of the “highest 
civilisation”, Italians in particular. A document on its 
website states: “Italy is the only country in the world that 
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in spite of its deep transformations has remained true to 
herself in terms of civility and culture”. Echoing 
Mussolini’s propaganda that harked back to the power 
of the Roman Empire, the document goes on to claim 
that no other country apart from Italy has given so much 
impetus to Christian civilisation in the defence of 
Europe: “We must fight against multireligious and 
multiethnic madness”. 

Forza Nuova recruits new members by exploiting the 
xenophobic and racist fears fanned by Umberto Bossi of 
the Northern League, who is a minister in Berlusconi's 
coalition government, and the nationalistic feelings 
aroused by the former fascist leader Gianfranco Fini, the 
deputy Prime Minister, who is currently seeking to 
become Italy’s new Foreign Minister. 

Alongside Forza Nuova a number of other groups are 
circulating apologias of Fascism. They recruit through 
schools, websites and concerts. The Benito Mussolini 
and Kommando Fascista websites are just two that offer 
plenty of Nazi-Fascist documentation, from Mussolini’s 
speeches to sentimental photographs of Hitler as a 
schoolboy. Among the nicknames to be found in their 
forums are Duce, Black Angel, Balilla and Fascist Faith. 
They hail bands such as Hobbit, Gesta Bellica, Block 11 
and Forza Nuova’s Delenda Carthago. They even share 
jokes about setting fire to mosques. Nobody is bothering 
them. The wind is in their favour. 

The rehabilitation of nazi fascism began soon after the 





arrival on the political scene of Berlusconi, who gave a 
platform to Fini in his 1994 centre-right coalition 
government. In 1995 Fini, who as a blackshirt had been 
secretary of the nazi-fascist MSI, formed the party of 
National Alliance. Electoral gains in turn enabled former 
nazi fascists of the Salo republic such as Francesco 
Storace, a friend of Forza Nuova, to secure key jobs in 
the state-owned television station RAI and in the Lazio 
region. As president of the Lazio region, which has Rome 
as its capital, Storace set the tone of his administration 
when he let it be known that nothing would be done to 
mark the “day of memory” dedicated to Holocaust 
education, 27 January. 

In recent months the example of nazi-fascist 
rehabilitation set by the Lazio region has spread north to 
the Veneto region. In Trieste a number of fascist events 
have been promoted in the guise of literary meetings or 
music performances, including a symposium dedicated 
to fascist writers such as Drieu de la Rochelle and a 
concert given by a singer who was a French Nazi under 
the SS. In nearby Trento, neofascist councillors of the 
National Alliance have dug out the portrait of Cesare 
Pagnini, a mayor who was appointed by the Nazis, and 
asked for it to be displayed in the Town Hall. 

Again in Trieste, the local authorities have enabled a 
member of the National Alliance to become president 
of the Risiera di San Sabba. The Risiera is an old rice 
factory with a terrible history. When the round-up of 
Italian Jews began under Fascism, it was turned into a 
concentration camp with a crematorium. So what is 
a neofascist doing as president of such a place? 
Well, this is precisely what the neofascists are eager to 
demonstrate. At a distance of 60-odd years from the 
atrocities of the Nazis and Fascists, what better proof of 
their rehabilitation can there be than to step 
unhindered into the very places where their mentors 
held their power and prepared the butchery of men 
and women. 





POLAND 


From Rafal Pankowski in Warsaw 


British Airways sponsored 
extreme-right concert 


A CONCERT by the notorious fascist “dark wave” band 
Death in June, at Warsaw’s prestigious Centre of 
Contemporary Art on 9 December, was sponsored by 
British Airways. 

Death in June is so named because its leader, the British 
musician Douglas Pearce, wanted to pay tribute to the 
leaders of the SA brownshirts who were wiped out in 
“Night of the Long Knives” on 30 June 1934, after falling 
victim to internal party strife within Hitler’s Nazi Party. 

Unlike most nazi rock bands, Death in June draws 
heavily on fascist aesthetics and symbolism. It belongs 
to the far-right tendency within the dark wave music 
scene, which does not hide its fascination with the 
“romantic” side of German national socialism. 

Death in June is especially inspired by the pseudo-left 
wing within the fascist movement, symbolised by the 
Strasser brothers, who led a more radical wing of the Nazi 
Party in opposition to Hitler. But an equally strong source 
of inspiration for the band is the anti-democratic 
intellectual tendency known as the conservative 
revolution, which paved the way for Hitler in literary, 
artistic and academic circles during the Weimar Republic. 

The band’s logo portrays an SS skull and Pearce likes 
to parade in nazi uniform. Its music includes a rendition 
of the Nazi anthem, the Horst Wessel Lied, as well as a 
sick song titled “Rose Clouds of Holocaust” (“Rose 
Clouds of Holocaust/Rose Clouds of Lies”, etc), which is 
a thinly veiled manifesto of Holocaust denial. Other 
songs such as “Sons of Europe”, “Death of the West”, 
“Runes and Men” and “Symbols of the Sun” bear the 
hallmarks of the kind of anti-modernist cultural 
pessimism, which helped give rise to fascist ideology in 
the 1920s and 1930s. 

Death in June is no stranger to Eastern Europe. 
In 1992, the band played a gig in support of the Croat 
fascist paramilitary organisation, HOS, which was at the 
time actively engaged in murderous “ethnic cleansing” 
in former Yugoslavia. 

Because of its intellectual aspirations and 
pretensions, Death in June is able to reach out to an 
international audience much wider than the nazi 
skinhead crowd catered for by more conventional white 
power bands. 

The Centre of Contemporary Art at Ujazdowski Castle in 
Warsaw is the cradle of vanguard art in Poland and is highly 
regarded. The band’s performance there has boosted its 
popularity among subcultural-artistic types in Poland. 

The concert is characteristic of a general tendency to 
blur the traditional divisions between subcultural 
groups in Poland. In particular, there is a discernibly 
growing acceptance of fascist aesthetics and politics in 
some “radical”, especially ecologist, circles, often 
combined with a nationalist and anti-humanist version 
of neo-paganism. 

This tendency can be seen in the regular appearance 
of antisemitic and pro-nazi articles in the so-called 
anarchist magazine Inny Swiat (Another World). 
It remains a mystery, therefore, precisely why British 
Airways chose this band as part of its promotion of 
British culture in Poland. 
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NORWAY 


From Sven Johansen in Oslo 


Racist killer says he alone 
wielded the knife 


A NAZI ACCUSED of a racist murder told the court that 
two other nazis present did not participate actively in 
the killing. Joe Erling Jahr, Ole Nicolai Kvisler and 
Veronica Andreassen are charged with the brutal 
murder of 15-year-old Benjamin Hermansen on 26 
January last year in Homlia near Oslo for no motive 
other than the colour of his skin. 

At the trial, which opened in Oslo on 3 December, 
Jahr, 20, pleaded partially guilty to second degree 
murder. He admitted on the first day of the trial that he 
had attacked Benjamin and that he had a knife in his 
hand at some time during the assault. Jahr claimed that 
he had fallen on top of Benjamin during the attack and 
that this was when the fatal knife wounds were inflicted 
“accidentally”. 

Jahr said he had taken the knife from an apartment 
where he had been shortly before the incident and that he 
was the only one who used a knife in the attack. His claim 
was contradicted by a forensics expert, who told the court 
that it was likely two different knives had been used. 

Jahr’s willingness to take full responsibility for the 
killing prompted his attorney to tell the court that he 
had never in any previous murder case had a client go to 
such extremes to exonerate a co-defendant. 

It is widely acknowledged that Kvisler, 21, and 
Andreassen, 18, were both hardcore nazis although they 
now claim no longer to be involved in nazi activity. 
While Kvisler was in custody he confessed to the police 
that it was he who had started to chase Benjamin, but 
denied this during the trial. The prosecution has 
indicated that Kvisler changed his statement to the 
police after hearing Jahr’s version of events to distance 
himself as much as possible from the actual attack. 

Kvisler strongly denies this too but evidence has 
emerged that his mobile telephone was used frantically 
during the hours following the murder and he has 
admitted that he called another known nazi, 
Erik Lauritzen, to ask him to hide a gun at his house. 
Kvisler claims, however, to have no knowledge of the 
other calls, one of which was to the notorious nazi 
leader, irik Ragnar Solheim. He also denies having had 
physical contact with Benjamin at any time, despite 
being confronted with Andreassen’s statement to the 
police that he had kicked and punched him. 

Solheim testified in Kvisler’s favour, claiming that 
Kvisler was not a racist, just a person with mixed feelings 
about “criminal ethnically mixed gangs”. Solheim, who 
stated in court that he had withdrawn from nazi activity 
in 1997, also said he had been trying to get Kvisler to 
turn his back on nazism. 

However, Solheim inadvertently proved later that 
same day that he was involved with the nazi movement 
until at least 2001. He had written a furious email to the 
editorial staff of the anti-fascist magazine Monitor 
protesting that he had been incorrectly quoted on its 
website and avowing in no uncertain terms that he 
especially did not like Monitor saying he was still an 
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active nazi. Unfortunately, the dimwitted Solheim had 
written from a private email address that Monitor could 
prove was used in January 2001 to tout for members for 
the nazi band Norske Legion. Monitor's editor later 
testified to this to the court. 

Andreassen, Kvisler’s former girlfriend, has largely 
supported Kvisler’s version of events throughout the 
trial. She has declined to comment on her present 
relationship with Kvisler but has come out with 
devastating statements about Jahr. She claims he said: 
“I got a kick out of this, I want to do it again’, 
immediately after the murder. 

Although she gave a statement to the police that 
Kvisler punched and kicked Benjamin, she now claims 
that she cannot remember saying any such thing. 
Presumably acting on advice from her lawyers, 
Andreassen launched a huge media offensive shortly 
before the trial and the tabloids ran major interviews 
with her in which she denied she was still a nazi and 
whined that she intensely regretted the whole incident. 

That these claims were false became clear during the 
trial when an attentive police officer noticed Andreassen 
throwing a piece of paper in a waste bin in the 
courtroom. To Andreassen’s loud and vigorous protests, 
the prosecutor read it out to the courtroom. She had 
scribbled a declaration of love for Kvisler, and in English: 
“All Cops are Bastards”, “F*** the system” and “You mess 
with the best and you'll die’. She had also scrawled 
“B&H”, the abbreviation for the nazi Blood and Honour 
network. Questioned about the note, she freely admitted 
to loving her co-defendant. 

This was an unexpected turn in the trial, as the 
evidence of Andreassen’s feelings for Kvisler cast serious 
doubt on the accuracy of her description of the murder 
and the extent of her “regret”. The sentiments expressed 
in the note also suggest she might not really have broken 
with nazism. 

Summing up, the prosecution asked the court to 
sentence Jahr and Kvisler to the maximum penalty 
of 21 years in prison on the basis of equal guilt. 
For Andreassen, a sentence of two years and six months 
was demanded, reflecting the passive role Andreassen 
claimed she had taken during the killing. At the time of 
writing, the defence still had to make its own summing 
up before the court could consider its verdict. 

The prominence given to the trial has obviously 
driven other media-hungry nazis to distraction, not 
least Tore Wilhelm Tvedt, leader of the bizarre Vigrid 
sect. Tvedt generally basks in any kind of media 
exposure he can get. 

A devout believer in the gods of Norse mythology, 
Tvedt has performed baptisms and marriages for his 
followers, according to what he claims is ancient Norse 
tradition. Having succeeded in attracting some media 
attention for these ceremonies, he now seems to have 
gone to extremes in his attempts to get more than his 
allotted five minutes of fame. 

On his website, arguably the most antisemitic of the 
Norwegian nazi sites, he now claims that armed riot 
police battered down his door some time ago with the 
sole purpose of killing him. “I was not at home’, he says, 
“so I escaped the assassination attempt”. 

Rumour has it that he still lives at the address where 
the claimed assassination attempt took place, but one 
can surmise that this is disinformation spread by Tvedt 
in a paranoid attempt to mislead the “agents of ZOG” 
about his real whereabouts. Ironically, Tvedt’s web of 
misinformation and deceit might also explain why the 
media have not been able to contact him. As the media 


have seemingly chosen to ignore Tvedt’s bogus 
assassination tale, he will presumably have to come up 
with something juicier for his next publicity stunt. 

On a more serious note, Tvedt has published on the 
Vigrid website the “10 Commandments” that he believes 
white youths should follow when moving outside the 
safety of their homes. One of these commandments 
openly encourages people to arm themselves with 
firearms and knives before venturing too far from home. 
Naturally, Tvedt covers himself by stating that one 
should only carry a gun if one has a permit to carry a 
concealed loaded weapon. 

Even the most law-abiding citizen, much less a known 
affiliate of Vigrid, would have minimal chance of getting 
such a permit in Norway. This recommendation, by the 
way, comes from a man who has himself had an illegal 
firearm confiscated by the police. 

e As Searchlight goes to press, all three were found 
guilty. Jahr was sentenced to 16 years, Kvisler 15 years 
and Andreassen three years. 


From the top: Joe Erling Jahr, Veronica Andreassen and 
Ole Nicolai Kvisler 


: production and distibution of rac 


“In the mid-1990s, the Swedi 
industry was among the world’s eet nazi enterprises 
with production companies such as Nordland and 
Ragnarock Records leading the way. All through the 
1990s, Swedish Internet racism has been a thriving 
business, linking up with various nazi mail order firms. 

In 1996, when Combat 18 was worried the British 
authorities would crack down on the white power 
scene, Scandinavia became a refuge. 

There are good reasons for this extreme-right 
gratitude to Sweden. One obvious point is that Sweden 
was never involved in the Second World War. While other 
European countries undertook serious political house- 
cleaning after the war, the Swedish extreme right, which 
had provided numerous volunteers for Hitler’s 
murderous Waffen SS, was never seriously touched. 

Although many Swedish prewar and wartime Nazi 
activists scrambled for the metaphorical bomb 
shelters in 1945, most groups were able to continue 


‘their activities more or less undisturbed, especially if 


they could find activists stupid enough to claim the 
Nazi inheritance. Other countries, such as Germany, 
brought in tough legislation against any attempt to 
revive Nazism. 

This is not to say that race hate crimes are never 
prosecuted in Sweden. In the 1980s, notorious 
propagandists such as Ditlieb Felderer, author of the 
book Anne Frank's diary — A hoax, and Ahmed Rami of 
Radio Islam infamy were both sentenced to lengthy 
prison terms, but generally such cases have been 
exceptions rather than the rule. For every Felderer or 
Rami there are hundreds of lesser known race hate 
propagandists, not the least on the Internet, getting 
away scot free and usually without the authorities 
even noticing their crime. 

It is therefore of some interest that the Sweden’s 
top law official, the Justice Chancellor, recently 
decided to press charges against Fredrik Sandberg, 
the legal publisher of a book titled Judefragan (The 
Jewish Question), which is mainly distributed by the 
National Socialist Front (NSF). In early January a court 
sentenced Sandberg to six months in prison. 

Judefragan is a reprint of a notorious Nazi 
propaganda booklet originally published in 1936. 
Its author, Oscar Landahl, was an activist and a 
leading antisemitic ideologist | of the long gone 


National Socialist Workers Party in Sweden. The book 
| presents a supposed general | haracterisation of “the 
_ Jewish mind” and touts variou 


spiracy theories. 


While there is little doubt t the book should be 


: legally condemned 
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From Jeroen Bosch of Anti-Fascist 
Action in Utrecht 


Leading Turkish politicians back 
fascist rally 


THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER of Turkey addressed 
4,000 enthusiastic fascist Grey Wolves supporters when 
he visited The Netherlands on 5 January. Devlet Bahceli 
had been invited by the Turkish Federation of The 
Netherlands (TFN), the Grey Wolves’ main front 
organisation in the country. 

The meeting took place in a big concert hall in Den 
Bosch. Bahceli, who is also chairman and boss of the 
Grey Wolves’ parent organisation, the Party of 
Nationalist Action (MHP), was accompanied by leading 
MHP members from Turkey, the Turkish ambassador to 
The Netherlands and the two Turkish consuls there. 

The meeting was apparently organised as part of an 
MHP European propaganda and recruitment drive, 
which has included similar trips to Germany, France 
and Belgium. The TEN dressed up its political rally as a 
“cultural event” and, despite considerable protest, the 
Dutch government and the Den Bosch city council 
decided to give permission for it to go ahead. 

Little thought, it appears, was given to the well 
established fact that the Grey Wolves in Turkey and 
elsewhere are a byword for racism, terror, torture, 
disappearances, kidnappings and mass-murder. Their 
pan-Turkish ideology, which underpins all their 
violence, dreams of a Turkey stretching from Vienna to 
the Wall of China. 

The Grey Wolves in western Europe today were 
originally sent there in the late 1970s and early 1980s to 
infiltrate Turkish immigrant workers. Their task then was 
to combat Turkish left-wingers who had had to leave their 
homeland because of harsh state repression. but later the 
Kurdish issue became equally important. As a result, the 
Grey Wolves stepped up their activities in The 
Netherlands by founding the TEN in 1995. This group now 
has around 56 local units and an estimated membership 
of 30,000. 

The list of racist and other crimes committed by this 
mob is very long. They have ‘ 
attacked anti-racist demon- 
strations, severely wounded 
members of an Amnesty 
International picket and 
stabbed a Turkish hunger 
striker to death in Rotterdam. 
They are also deeply involved 
in mafia-style activities 
including drug trafficking, 
weapons smuggling, extortion 
from Turkish entrepreneurs 
and contract killing. 

For reasons best known to 
itself, however, the Dutch 


government is _ strangely 
reluctant to take action 
against TFN racketeering. 


While it is difficult to pin all its 
crimes on the TEN, a halt to its 
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mass rallies, a ban on public funding for its offshoot 
organisations and a serious effort to prevent Turkish 
youth from falling fall into the claws of the Grey Wolves 
would be a positive start. 

Given that the Dutch government is trying to 
encourage the integration of immigrants into Dutch 
society, it should be intervening to stop the Grey Wolves’ 
sinister policy of influencing and intimidating the 
Turkish community. On 5 January, the government had 
a chance to give precisely such a signal to democratic 
Turkish and Kurdish people in The Netherlands by 
banning the rally that the TFN laid on for the Grey 
Wolves’ leader. 

It failed to do so. Instead, it gave the green light for 
what it bizarrely insisted on labelling “a cultural 
manifestation”, despite widespread advance publicity 
about the MHP participants such as Mustafa 
Yildizdogan, the Grey Wolves’ most popular singer, who 
sang a lyric paying fulsome homage to the MHP’s 
founder, Alparslan Turkes, who died in April 1997. 
Turkes, a big admirer of Adolf Hitler, often laced his 
speeches with extensive quotes from the Turkish edition 
of Hitler’s Mein Kampf. He also had contacts with the 
fascist Deutsche Volksunion in Germany. 

The only protest on the day of the rally came from 
Turkish and Dutch anti-fascists who, because 
permission for their demonstration was deliberately 
delayed, could only mobilise 200 people to demonstrate 
in Den Bosch while the Grey Wolves were gathering on 
the other side of town. 

Speakers at the anti-fascist demonstration, though, 
condemned the policy of the Turkish government in the 
so-called war against terrorism, which is being used by 
Turkey to silence internal critics, criticised Dutch policy 
on Turkish and Kurdish refugees and conscientious 
objectors, denounced the infiltration of the Grey Wolves 
in Dutch politics and laid into the “look-the-other-way” 
stance of Nato, the USA, the EU, the International 
Monetary Fund and the World Bank towards the Turkish 
regime. These countries and institutions are making 
possible the worst kinds of human rights abuses in 
Turkey through their loans, investments, military 
assistance and sales of weapons to the Turkish state. 
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USA: Alleged Nazi war criminal 
may be deported 


PROCEEDINGS WERE initiated last month to revoke the US 
citizenship of Peter John Bernes (aka _ Petras 
Bernotavicius), a Lithuanian based in Illinois, for his 
participation in the persecution and murder of Jews and 
other civilians during the Nazi occupation of Lithuania in 
1941. 

The complaint has been filed in the US district court in 
Chicago by the Justice Department’s Office of Special 
Investigations (OSI) and the US Attorney’s Office in 
Chicago. The allegation is that Bernes, 79, worked during 
the summer of 1941 as the deputy to Werner Loew, a 
Nazi-appointed mayor and police commander assigned to 
Kupiskis, Lithuania. 

A further contention is that Bernes participated directly 
in the process of removing condemned prisoners from jail 
so that they could be taken to nearby killing sites. During 
these months, more than 1,000 Jewish men, women and 
children — approximately one quarter of the town’s 
population — were murdered in Kupiskis by armed men 
under Loew’s command. 

Bernes emigrated from Germany in 1947 and was 
naturalised as a US citizen in Chicago in 1954. The 
complaint states that he was not eligible to immigrate to 
the US under visa regulations that barred the entry of any 
person who had “acquiesced in activities or conduct 
contrary to civilisation and human decency” on behalf of 
the wartime Axis powers. 

Michael Chertoff, Assistant Attorney General of the 
Criminal Division, said, “The case against Bernes 
demonstrates the Justice Department’s commitment to 
ensure that individuals who participated in genocide and 
other crimes against humanity find no refuge in the United 
states, regardless of when those atrocities occurred”. 

Eli M Rosenbaum, the director of the OSI, added, 
“Although more than 1,000 Jews were living in Kupiskis 
when the Nazis arrived, not a single man, woman or child 
survived their murderous spree. During the Nazi occupation 
of Lithuania, some 190,000 Jews, approximately 94% of 
the Jewish population, were killed by the Nazis and local 
collaborators.” 
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USA: Buchanan advocates 
assimilation for immigrants 


PAT BUCHANAN, the far-right one-time presidential 
candidate, has offered his support to David Blunkett, the 
British Home Secretary, for his new proposals for 
immigrants, including the requirement that they should 
learn English. 

Buchanan’s new book, The Death of the West: How 
Mass Immigration, Depopulation and a Dying Faith are 
Killing our Culture and Country, published last month, 
claims that Britain and much of Europe will soon be 
overwhelmed by “Islamic-Arab-African” immigration. 
He predicts that by the end of the decade whites will be 
a minority in London. 

Buchanan has acted as a senior adviser to three 
presidents, including Ronald Reagan and Richard 
Nixon, and in 1996 won the New Hampshire primary, 
eventually coming second to Bob Dole. But he has never 
strayed far from controversy. Many of his utterances 
have contained racist undertones. He famously sent a 
memorandum to Nixon in 1969, advising him not to visit 
Martin Luther King’s widow, warning that such a move 
would “outrage many, many people who believe Dr. King 
was a fraud and a demagogue and perhaps worse... 
Others consider him the devil incarnate. Dr. King is one 
of the most divisive men in contemporary history.” 

Buchanan’s 1988 autobiography, Right from the 
Beginning, contended that in the 1940s and early 1950s, 
“There were no politics to polarise us then, to magnify 
every slight. The ‘Negroes’ of Washington had their 
public schools, restaurants, bars, movie houses, 
playgrounds and churches; and we had ours.” 

After Buchanan became prominent in the once 
centrist Reform Party, it shifted far to the right. Up to 20 
staff were expelled from the party a couple of years ago 
for alleged extremism, including Mark Cotterill, who 
founded the American Friends of the BNP. 


Promoting his latest book, Buchanan said, 


“{Immigrants] should be told: ‘You're coming to our 
country. You want to be a member of our family. We have 
certain mores, traditions, customs, history, heroes. This 
is who we are. This is not a flop house. This is a nation.” 
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All three Searchlight organisations now have their own websites, which are updated regularly. 
For articles and other material related to Searchlight Magazine: www.searchlightmagazine.com 
For a full version of Searchlight’s new media pack, with essential up-to-date information: 


www. searchlightinformationservices.com 


To view work relating to our Communities Combating Hate project, online exhibition, full version of our community : ee 


handbook, conferences and numerous other useful resources: www.searchlighteducationaltrust. org 
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Hunting down the Nashville 
National Alliance plot 


By Devin Burghart in Chicago 


IN BROAD DAYLIGHT on 4 January, a well dressed 
young man wearing sunglasses and surgical gloves sat in 
a parked car across the street from a Nashville, 
Tennessee synagogue. Rifle butt resting on his lap, the 
AR-15 assault rifle pointed to the synagogue, awaiting 
a target. 

More than coincidentally, the unfolding plot read like 
something out of the pages of National Alliance leader 
William Pierce’s novel, Hunter, in which a lone gunman 
goes on a white supremacist killing spree. 

In fact, Hunter opens with the main character, Oscar 
Yeager, calmly sitting in his van awaiting his first victims, 
an interracial couple. With a smooth motion, Yeager 
reaches under a blanket on the seat next to him and 
brings a rifle to his shoulder. He braces himself and 
squeezes off two shots. He sees the couple’s skulls 
explode into a shower of bone fragments, brain tissue 
and blood, before calmly driving away. 

Published in 1989 as the follow-up to The Turner 
Diaries, Pierce crafted Hunter as a motivational tool for 
individual assassins. He bragged to his biographer, 
“From the beginning with Hunter, I had this idea of how 
fiction can work as a teaching tool in mind” (Fame of a 
Dead Man's Deeds, p 240). 

Fortunately, the Nashville plan was thwarted when a 
passing motorist saw the gunman outside the 
synagogue and called the police. The well dressed, well 
armed man was Michael Edward Smith, a 31-year-old 
associate of the National Alliance. Smith fled before 
officers arrived, but the police were waiting for him at 
his apartment. After officers confronted him, he led 
them on a chase that ended outside a pharmacy where 
Smith’s wife works. 


“A domestic terrorist” 

Unlike in the storyline from Hunter, Smith was not 
apprehended by a sympathetic FBI agent who would let 
him go free. Nor was he able to keep his mouth shut. 
Smith was charged on 7 January with numerous federal 
and state charges after he divulged the location of his 
arsenal and his ties to the National Alliance. 

The authorities discovered enough weapons to 
supply a “platoon”, in Smith’s apartment, in a storage 
facility and buried on rural land where his parents live. 
Among the weapons uncovered were an anti-tank 
rocket, eight firearms (including a sniper rifle), 13 
grenades, 13 pipe bombs, over 2,000 rounds of 
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ammunition, smoke bombs, dynamite fuses and two 
duffel bags filled with chemicals. 

After the arrest, the FBI quickly classified Smith as a 
“domestic terrorist”. James Cavanaugh, an agent of the 
Bureau for Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms added, 
“Basically, we've got hand grenades, we've got assault 
rifles and we’ve got a mind full of hate and a recipe for 
disaster”. 


Nashville, DC and OKC 

Yeager, the fictional character in Hunter, discovers a 
group called the National League, which kindles his 
aspirations of racist violence. 

In his real-life apartment, officers uncovered Smith’s 
source of revelation — materials from the National 
Alliance, including The Turner Diaries and Hunter. 
According to the arrest affidavit, Smith told 
investigators that he had ties to “the National Alliance 
and the Ku Klux Klan’. He also discussed how these 
groups “trained him how to make and how to use 
explosives, [and] trained him in sniper and combat 
training”. 

Smith also told investigators that he “disliked Jews”. 
Smith’s hatred of Jews may have motivated him to travel 
over 1,000 kilometres for an anti-Israel rally in 
Washington DC last year. Local anti-fascists place Smith 
in the crowd at a National Alliance rally outside the 
Israeli embassy on 10 November. 

Since his arrest, Smith has squealed on his cohorts. 
Smith told how Jack Spores, a “white supremacist 
associate” from Oklahoma City, made refilled hand 
grenades and pipe bombs with him in 2000. Spores, 33, 
was arrested on 8 January at his workplace. 


Tampa -— the prequel 

The mound of materials unearthed in Nashville bears 
striking similarities to a failed National Alliance bomb 
plot in 1997. Like Smith, Florida National Alliance 
member Todd Vanbiber had assembled over a dozen 
pipe bombs. Though the full extent of Smith’s plans are 
still uncertain, Vanbiber had a clear mission. 

Vanbiber and three others planned to start a race war 
by planting bombs and robbing banks, two years after 
the Oklahoma City bombing (a Turner Diaries 
inspiration). The plot was botched when a bomb blew 
up in Vanbiber’s face. In 1996 he robbed banks before 
visiting Pierce at his West Virginia compound and 
donating $2,000 to “the cause”. Vanbiber was sentenced 
to six and a half years in a federal prison and is 
scheduled to be released in May. 

The Nashville arrest came less than six months after 
another National Alliance member, Eric Hanson, 
died in a shootout with police in Illinois after being 
stopped in connection with gun running (see 
Searchlight, July 2001). Given the rapid growth of 
the National Alliance in recent years, undoubtedly 
there are even more Pierce protégés waiting in the 
wings to emulate Oscar Yeager or the Turner Dairies 
character Earl Turner and kick off the race war with 
a bang. 
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REED-;j The trial in Oslo of three 
HERBERT'S neo-nazis charged with 

iRISH = murder went into closed 

HIDEOUT session early in January to 
| hear remarkable 

*| allegations from one of 

~| the accused that they 

belonged to ODESSA, the 

organisation which saw to 

it that hundreds of war 

criminals escaped from 

Germany after the war. 

The claim was made by 
Espen Lund, a former 
army sergeant who, 
with John Olsen and John 
Hoff, is accused of 
murdering two fellow members of a nazi cell near Oslo in February 
of last year. 

Espen was arrested after Hoff and Olsen had been detained by 
police when returning from a trip into the country, during which two 
of their comrades had been ‘executed’. When police raided his 
house they discovered quantities of weapons from an earlier arms 
theft from a military depot on the outskirts of Oslo. 
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Two self confessed 
members of a South 
African ‘Third Force’ have 
revealed secret links 
between apartheid’s dirty 
war against the ANC and : 

American based far-right | Why I turned my backs: face of 
extremists. on C18 terrorists" aa the new nazis 

Adrian Maritz and Henry eam oe My Sefending the crimes of the Wehrmacht 
Martin turned up in Britain a : 
last November after 
fleeing from South Africa 
to Botswana on stolen 
passports. They had been 
under arrest in South 
Africa for a year awaiting 
trial for bombing a taxi 
rank and injuring 15 black people. They claimed to have been 
working for the Civil Cooperation Bureau, an undercover group 
controlled by the security police, which was fighting a secret war of 
terror against the ANC. The CCB is though to have been behind a 
number of assassinations of leading black activists. 

Both men are members of the far-right Church of the Creator, 
based in North Carolina in the United States and run by its 
deranged 73-year-old ‘pontiflex maximus’ Ben Klassen. Despite its 
religious sounding name it is nothing more than a vehicle for the ae 
most outrageous racism and antisemitism. 10 longer available.) 
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Why PAY £2.50 for Searchlight in the shops 
when you can save 20% by getting the 
magazine delivered direct to your address, 
saving you both time and money? 


WHITE RIOT 

“Charts how the group’s tactics moved from 
street fights to a campaign of letter bombs 
against celebrities and rivals [and] describes 
how the organisation collapsed into murderous 
feuding.” 


“Excellent... highly readable” 
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